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Frank Taylor
1938 ~ 2009

Francis J. “Frank” Taylor: of 1801 Carillon Park
Drive, Oviedo, Florida, formerly of the Holy Cross,
Iowa area, and a retired captain for Northwest Air-
lines, flew west for a final check on July 5, 2009, sur-
rounded by his family. He was born on May 6, 1938
in Holy Cross, Iowa, the third of twelve children of
Francis and Dorothy (Rea) Taylor. Frank graduated
from Loras College in 1960 and taught at DeLasalle
High School in Minneapolis, Minnesota. In 1961 he
enlisted in the US Navy as an Aviation Officer Candi-
date (AOC), the same rank as midshipman at the US
Naval Academy.

Frank had said that the Navy recruiter sold him
on being a Navy pilot in his junior year at college. But
Frank’s son Mike got the inside story on a recent visit
to Frank’s home town of Holy Cross, Iowa. Frank’s
grandpa had a good friend from Holy Cross who was
a Naval Aviator, Joe Konzen. Though Joe Konzen did
not go to college, he was a highly decorated Navy pilot
and at one time held the world altitude record in the
McDonald F4H “Phantom.” When Frank was only
ten years old, Joe “buzzed” his home town in an F4U
Corsair and it had a lasting impact on him. April 1963
saw the completion of Frank’s Naval Air Flight Train-
ing and the awarding of those beautiful Naval Aviator

“Wings of Gold.”

h

Frank and Mary E. Connelly were married on
December 27, 1963 at St. Columbdkille’s Church in
Dubuque, Iowa. Frank was assigned to VS-34 flying
the S2F off the USS Essex as part of Carrier Air Group
60 for the next two years. He received orders in 1965
that sent him to NAS Glynco, Georgia, where he had
some legal duties, but his primary assignment was
to ferry VIP’s around the southeastern United States
in Glynco’s T-28. Glynco’s T-28 essentially became
Frank’s personal aircraft for the next year. He flew the
T-28 to the Minneapolis St. Paul airport for his initial
interview, and for the Stanine Test with Northwest
Airlines. Frank was at Glynco when he was released
from active duty in 1966 and his next assignment was
a new flying job with Northwest in Minneapolis, Min-
nesota.

Frank flew for Northwest out of Seattle as 707
second officer and first officer until late 1973. Then he
decided to take up farming again, so he brought Mary
and the kids back home to Iowa and commuted to
Minneapolis to fly DC-10 first officer. He later flew as
B-727, DC-10 and B-747-200 captain, before retiring as
a B-747-400 captain with 29 years service.

Frank Taylor loved his family, his faith, Iowa farm-
ing and his flying. He was an avid letter writer. On
his long trips away from home, he wrote to those who
were ill, in nursing homes, alone, or just in need of en-
couragement. There were no strangers in Frank’s eyes,
only friends he hadn’t yet been introduced to! Frank
always showed great respect for people, especially for
the elderly, and he loved to visit with them. He took
the neighborliness that he experienced in his youth
and shared that experience with everyone he met, and
especially with those who lived near him. Frank will
forever be remembered for his compassion, his wis-
dom and his brave journey through life and death.

Frank is survived by his wife, Mary, sons Tom and
Mike, twin daughters, Janeen and Kathy; and seven
grandchildren. Frank is also survived by six brothers,
Ray, Joe, John, Jim and Paul; five sisters, Mary, Helen,
Jane, Bridget and Patricia and 28 nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Francis and
Dorothy Taylor, and his father & mother-in-law, Dr.
Edgar & Pearl Connelly, and sister-in-law Jean Con-
nelly.

Seven pages of obituary and photos here:
issuu.com/contrails/docs/taylor
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Lou Driggers
1932 ~ 2009

Louis A. “Lou” Driggers, age 77, passed away peace-
fully at home and flew west for a final check on July
10, 2009, in Gig Harbor, Washington. Lou was a loving
husband, father, brother, and grandfather. Lou and
the Driggers family moved to Bakersfield, California
in 1939. Graduating from Bakersfield High School in
1950, he continued his education and graduated from
Cal-Poly, San Luis Obispo, California. During his high
school and college years he spent many summers with
his brother Ned working on his Grandfather’s cattle
ranch near Porterville, California.

After graduation from Cal-Poly Lou joined the
Marine Corps in 1954, and while going through Naval
Air Basic Training received air gunnery training and
carrier qualification in the SNJ. While in advanced
flight training Lou flew the Lockheed T-33 and Grum-
man FIF-5 “Panther” After receiving his Naval Aviator
wings in 1956, he flew the FJ-4 “Fury” Navy/Marine
version of the F-86 “Sabre Jet” with VMA-323 at
MCAS El Toro, California, and MCAS Atsugi, Japan.
Lou completed his tour with the Marine Corps in 1959

and joined the pilot ranks at Northwest Airlines.

During the pilot layoff at Northwest in the early
1960’s, Lou joined a host of airline pilots who signed
on with the Navy and Marines and returned to ac-
tive duty for several years as flight instructors. When
he was released from active duty in 1965 Northwest
Airlines was expanding rapidly. Lou spent most of his
career at Northwest flying from Seattle to various des-
tinations in Asia, retiring as Boeing 747 Captain after
thirty-plus years with the company. Lou served for two
of those years as head of the NWA Safety Committee
where he worked with the Air Line Pilots Association,
and the Federal Aviation Administration to improve
airline safety.

Lou was a long time resident of Mercer Is-
land, Washington where he enjoyed spending time
with his family, friends, neighbors, and fellow pi-
lots. He was an active participant and contributor to
the Mercer Island School system, the Holy Trinity Lu-
theran Church, Boy Scouts, Indian Guides, and other
community activities. Unless on a flight, he never
missed his son’s football, basketball, baseball, or soccer
games, no matter the weather.

He is survived by his wife Barbara, sons Scott and
Eric, grandchildren Olivia and Aidan, and his brother
Ned and wife Kaarin. He was preceded in death by his
first wife Joy, December 10, 1998, parents Roy L. and
Lucille E. Driggers and sister Rona E. Williams.

More, with eulogies from both his sons, here:
issuu.com/contrails/docs/driggers
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Floyd M. Homstad, age 85, a proud citizen of Minne-
sota for all of his life, and a retired Northwest Airlines
captain, died comfortably and peacefully surrounded
by his family, and “flew west” for a final check on July
3, 2009. Floyd was born in Minneapolis on March 5,
1924, and by the time he was a teenager was already an
accomplished welder and craftsman. An early job was
welding the airframes for the Waco CG-4 combat glid-
ers being built in the Twin Cities area. When he gradu-
ated from Roosevelt High School
in 1942, Floyd enlisted in the Army
Air Corps Cadet Program. After re-
ceiving his wings, Floyd served as a
C-46/C-47 pilot flying 224 missions
in the China-Burma-India Theater
across the “Hump,” which claimed
countless aviators their lives during
WWIL. In gratitude for his service,
his country awarded him the Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross, and several
other medals.

While Floyd was in Burma he
looked into a Waco CG-4 glider on
an airfield and noticed his stamp on
the fuselage steel tubing welds. The
welding stamps were a necessary
quality control measure. He com-
mented to a friend accompanying
him that “T built this glider”” Need-
less to say his friend was a bit skep-
tical. His most recent involvement
was with the WWII-CG-4 glider restoration project
where he provided invaluable assistance and advice
regarding restoration, a source of great joy in his final
months.

Floyd became a pilot for Northwest Orient in 1949
where he started his career as a DC-3 co-pilot, and re-
tired in 1984 as a Boeing 747 captain. Floyd Homstad
was loyal to Northwest Airlines, and proudly enjoyed
his 35 year career. He was a remarkable man with a va-
riety of interests who loved skiing, antique cars (as evi-
denced by the Lincoln Continental he restored), and
wooden boats. His love of horses led him to become a
founding member of the Twin Cities Polo Club in the
early 1950’s. He was an active long time member of the
MSP QB Hangar, the Retired Northwest Pilots Asso-

ciation, and the Lincoln and Continental Owners Club.

Floyd was a remarkable individual with limitless

Floyd Homstad
1924 ~ 2009

patience and he earned the respect of his peers and
colleagues throughout the aviation community and
beyond. He was a true gentleman of great integrity
who always thought of family and friends before him-
self.

Survived by his wife of 47 years, Carol Ann, sons
David and Michael, daughters Diane and Heidi, three
grandchildren and three great grandchildren, will
sorely miss him. The aviation community has lost a

true gentleman.

Q%( m lhe (/9//(@/ @(:(/4

Heidi Whitfield: Dear Friends of
Floyd, I write with a heavy heart to
tell you that my father died on Fri-
day, July 3, 2009 at around 10:41am.
My mom, brother and I were with
him and he died very comfortable
and peacefully. The last update was
encouraging, however the liver can-
cer was fast moving and we were
surprised that he went rather quick-
ly. It has been a roller coaster of
emotions, and changes, but the last
week it became clear that he was
not going to be able to come home
to stay. My mom and Mike brought
him home last Saturday for a visit,
and it seems that was all he needed
to be ready for his journey. We had
an amazing experience at the Little
Hospice, and the number of people who came to see
my dad impressed everyone, including him. He was a
remarkable man with wonderful friends, and we thank
those of you who knew him for what you contributed
to his life. Sorry to bring you the bad news. He had
a great life and all of you that knew him were part of
that in some way. Thanks again for all of the support.

Ed Johnson: I attended Floyds memorial service
today and the turnout was great. A conservative esti-
mate of at least two hundred. Lots of his contempo-
raries, and some of his mentors like Red Sutter were
there. Norm Midthun did a nice job of orating his
memories of Floyd. There was not enough seating in
the chapel, so it was a sold out crowd.

Much more here:
issuu.com/contrails/docs/homstad
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Don Shafer
1919 ~ 2009

Donald W. Shafer, age 90, formerly of Excelsior,
Minnesota, and a retired Northwest Airlines captain,
died peacefully and flew west for a final check on Sat-
urday evening June 6, 2009, surrounded by his loving
family. Loving care was provided for Don in his last
few years by devoted friends Priscilla & Steve Amber-
son.

Don Shafer had his first few minutes of flying time
in 1933, at the very young age of fourteen. He had
worked at a grocery store and saved enough money to
buy the airplane ride. Now he knew what he wanted
to do for his life’s work. He continued to work and
save his money, and got flying time whenever he had
enough saved for another flight. Don was hired as a
co-pilot by Northwest Airlines on June 15, 1939, when
he was only 20 years old. The Northwest seniority list
for 1939 named 84 pilots and Don was number 76. He
was a pilot for Northwest Airlines for 48 years

Norm Midthun gave an eulogy for Don Shafer at
the memorial service held at Trinity Episcopal Church,
Excelsior, Minnesota, and he said: “Don Shafer was a
pilot’s pilot. His flying skills were readily recognized

by the ‘old timers’ and he flew captain on the first day
Federal law allowed; He became an instructor and
check pilot; He was sent to the factory when NWA
purchased a new aircraft to set up ground school and
flight training for line pilots; He became the chief pilot
in the early 1950’s when Northwest had only one chief
pilot, and when the administrative duties took too
much time away from flying he returned to line flying”

Norm also recalled that: “I was finally senior
enough in the summer of 1954 to bid the same trip
as co-pilot for a very senior captain Don Shafer. We
flew the Stratocruiser from MSP-JFK with layovers at
the Forest Hill Inn. Stratocruiser flights to New York
in those days had someone playing an organ in the
rear of the Stratocruiser cabin. Co-pilots and captains
shared a room in those days, and Don was a pleasure
to be with on the ground as well as in the air. Near the
end of our airline careers Red Kennedy, Ralph Render
and I had a flight to Europe. The lead flight attendant
told us that Don and Jane Shafer were on board, and
Ralph Render, one of Don’s closest friends, suggested
a PA. telling passengers that the seniority #1 pilot was
on the flight, and the cockpit crew would appreciate
a visit from him. He came forward and told us about
the trip he and Jane were on. When he returned to the
cabin we made another P.A. that Captain Shafer was
also #1 in every category as a wonderful human being.
The flight attendants said all the passengers clapped.

At the annual June RNPA boat trip down the St.
Croix river, many of the pilots on board shared stories
of how important Don Shafer was in their airline fly-
ing experience. At a recent breakfast with a group of
retired pilots, retired captain Dick Smith stated that
Captain Don Shafer was truly a legend in his own time,
and all present agreed and felt lucky that it was in their
time too.”

Don Shafer was devoted to his family with a keen
interest in his grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
He was a wonderful friend and cared deeply about his
community. Don was passionate about aviation and
travel, and will be missed by family and friends alike.

Don was preceded in death by his wife of 62 years,
Jane Weston Shafer; his parents Bertha and Benjamin
Shafer, and his sister, Bernice Sanderson. Survived
by daughters, Kathryn, Gretchen, and Martha, and
son, Mark Shafer; four grandchildren; and four great-
grandchildren.
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Richard Allen Thompson: age 76, of Gig Harbor,
Washington, and a retired Northwest Airlines captain,
died at his Gig Harbor home in the arms of his wife
Dona, and flew west for a final check the morning of
June 23, 2009. The sun had just peeked onto the Olym-
pics and the water was as blue as it had ever been. A
native Minnesotan, Dick was born March 13, 1933 and
raised in Minneapolis. After graduation from Marshall
High School in southeast Minneapolis, Dick attended
the University of Minnesota for a time where he
worked toward a political science major. Ultimately, he
followed his childhood dream and answered the call of
the Wild Blue Yonder.

Dick was on active
duty in the United States
Air Force for seven years,
serving overseas in Trip-
oli, North Africa, and
Ramstein, Germany. He
flew the North American
F-100C Super Sabre, and
the Lockheed F-104A
“Starfighter” Dick was
known by military com-
rades as simply “Swede,”
and was a member of
the elite USAF Demon-
stration Squadron, The
Flying Tigers. For a de-
scription of Dick’s adventures as a “Cold War Warrior”
in the 36th Fighter Day Wing at Bitburg AB, Germany,
visit the URL:

http://sabre-pilots.org/classics/v33zulu.htm.

Dick joined Northwest Airlines in 1959 and flew
out of Minneapolis for 32 years. He and his lovely late
wife, Phyllis, and four children lived in the Minneapo-
lis area for 15 years before moving to Sarasota, Florida.
Phyllis passed away in 1975. An account of Dick’s ad-
ventures at Northwest Airlines would not be complete
without mentioning his many good years with the
RAMS, otherwise known as the Raggedy Ass Marines,
sort of a Civilian version of Special Forces. The U.S.
Air Force thanks you for including one of its finest in
your RAMS hunting and fishing adventures, as well as
harrowing poker games.

“Ole” finished his career on the 747-200 with a two
year stint in Honolulu and living on Maui with, then
new bride, Dona. She remembers their time in Hawaii

Dick Thompson

1933 ~

as “the best of all honeymoons” as well as a wonderful
opportunity to travel with Dick and get to know the
amazing Northwest Airlines family.

Dick was hospitalized at Intermountain Healthcare
in Salt Lake City in February, 2009 while he and Dona
were visiting family on a puppy acquisition trip. There
he received excellent diagnostic procedures, ICU care
and follow-up. During his almost five month illness he
bounced back from several “close calls”, and showed
amazing resilience and courage throughout it all. The
excellent, unwavering and dedicated care he received
gave the family the gift of a “long goodbye”. While in
Utah he dreamed of re-
turning to his waterfront
home in Gig Harbor,
Washington, but was
too sick to travel until
June. He was able to “hit
the road” one last time,
leaving Salt Lake City on
June 14, 2009, and arriv-
ing in Gig Harbor three
days later—accompanied
by an auto caravan of
loving friends.

Once home, he spent
hours savoring his favor-
2009 ite view of Henderson

Bay and the Olympic
Mountains. On the morning of his passing, Dona
noticed that the Olympics were almost translucent as
the sun lit up the snowy caps. The water was as blue
as it had ever been. This home vista was very special
to Dick who used to say he could “think better” while
looking at the mountains.

He is survived by his wife Dona; his children Judy
Lobdell; Sandra Thompson; Gerry Bennett; and Keith
Thompson; step children Lisa Lansing-Austin and
Robert Lansing Carter; eight grandchildren; and two
step grandchildren.

All stories and memories of flying, hunting and
fishing with Dick are particularly meaningful. Please
send to Dona at dltonraft@gmail.com. Memorial con-
tributions may be made in honor of Dick to the United
Service Organizations, Inc. (USO) at https://www.uso.
org/donate/.

More here:
issuu.com/contrails/docs/thompson
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Jerry Wallin
1924 ~ 2009

William S. “Jerry” Wallin, age 85, retired Northwest
Captain of Denver, Colorado and formerly of Seattle,
Washington, flew west on June 6, 2009. He was first ex-
posed to airplanes by his grandfather, a Swedish cabinet
maker who put his skills to work building planes for
United Airlines, in Cheyenne, Wyoming.

Prior to learning to fly, he served in the Navy during
WWII as a Pharmacist Mate/operating room technician.
He graduated from the University of Wyoming with a
degree in Zoology. He learned to ski in high school, so
after the war, he went to Aspen, Colorado and was one
of the early “ski bums.” In order to pay for his expenses,
he cleared trees for ski runs in the summer and gave ice
skating and skiing lessons in the winter.

On a lark, he went to Denver and took a flying les-
son. He immediately discovered his passion and a career.
He learned to fly in Denver, Colorado with Clinton
Aviation, while being employed as a Passenger Agent for
United Airlines.

He was hired by Northwest in 1953, but was fur-
loughed shortly after being hired. Not one to sit on the
sidelines, he went to work for Reeve Aleutian Airways
in Alaska. He flew the Aleutian chain and into fishing
villages in Alaska’s interior, landing on runways that
were marked with a single painted red line in the winter.
He perfected his skills of being able to drop the mail
from a DC 3 directly on the red X marked in the snow.

He resumed his career with Northwest and
was based in Minneapolis, Minnesota. He trans-
terred to Seattle, Washington so that he could fly
the Orient. Flying a 747 to the Orient exposed
him to what would become a lifelong love of Ja-
pan and China. After 30 years with Northwest he
retired in 1983.

Jerry was a man of many talents among
them were; sailing, woodworking, golf, building
beautiful model airplanes and ships, photog-
raphy, fly fishing, and oriental calligraphy. He
loved the outdoors, especially the Rocky Moun-
tains, antique airplanes, collecting Oriental arti-
facts and prints, and was a voracious reader.

Although he retired from flying as a career,
he couldn’t get flying out of his blood. So he
bought a Staggerwing Beechcraft, and a Stinson
108. He later restored a Stinson Reliant which
had been in a crash. He often participated in
antique fly-ins in the Northwest. His Stinson
Reliant won Grand Champion. Jerry also used
the planes to get to Blakely Island, a private island in the
San Juans, where he owned a house. He was a member

of the Seattle QB Hanger during his time in Washington.

In the fall of 2007 he moved to Denver to be closer to
the ski slopes and for health reasons.

His family is very proud of his service to his coun-
try, as an aviator who flew over 30,000 hours, and of his
many other accomplishments, but most of all, he was
a true gentleman. He is survived by two daughters, 5
grandchildren, and friends who miss him very much.

e
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Gloria Marie “Sam” Cyr Baertsch

passed from this life July 19, 2009. Cherished wife for 42 years of Paul
L. Baertsch, and beloved mother of Aaron Cyr Baertsch, “Sam” suc-
cumbed to ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease) at her home on Hutchinson Is-
land, Florida. Born in Van Buren, Maine September 1, 1946, she grew
up in Fort Fairfield, Maine. An accomplished artist, world traveler and
voracious reader, she touched many souls during her lifetime.

“Sam” began her journey in art while living in the Minneapolis
area and had one woman shows at The Art Center of Minnesota, The
University of Minnesota, The Elliott Museum, Stuart FL, and The Sea-
son Four for Arts, Palm Beach FL. She was a member of the Literacy
Society, Martin County Library Foundation, Planned Parenthood, and
taught English as a second language for the Literacy Council.

Before cell phones and voice mail, for the 7 years Paul was on the
ALPA MEC and LEC, “Sam” would answer the ALPA phone line we
had in our home. She would also answer our phone and talk to the
300 pilots who were members of the Veteran Pilots Defense Fund. « »
Paul was the chairman and we were in a court battle with the Veterans Sam” Baertsch
Administration. She traveled extensively with Paul and worked the so- 1946 ~ 2009
cial side of ALPA national politics. The wives would remember her as
the long serving program director for The Pilots Wives Club. She brought many notable speakers to the program
such as Muriel Humphrey, wife of the former Vice President.

“Sam” was preceded in death by her father, Roland W. Cyr, Sr., and her brother John Mark. In addition to her
husband Paul and son Aaron, “Sam” is survived by her mother, her brothers and sisters, many nieces, nephews,
grandnieces and grandnephews and her very large circle of friends.

More photos here: issuu.com/contrails/docs/baertsch

Jean C. Soderlind, 85, passed away Thursday, July 2, 2009, in Billings of natural
causes. Jean was born on December 25, 1923, to Nels and Florence Hokanson.
Jean was born in Minnesota and grew up in Minneapolis, where she lived for
many years with her husband Paul. Jean and Paul met while both were working
for Northwest Airlines and they were married on July 3, 1944, in Corpus Christi,
Texas. Following many happy years in Minneapolis, Paul and Jean moved with
their family to Nye in 1974.

Jean was totally devoted to her family and friends and anyone lucky enough
to be invited for dinner was in for a culinary treat. She could always be relied
upon for mouth-watering goodies, whether at a pie auction or after church
treats. She was also a creative artist in her own right and was widely admired
for her woven rugs and self-designed leather jackets. Her many pottery vases
and dishes, that were fired in her basement kiln; later given away, created many
life-long memories for her family and friends. Her art and generosity enriched
not only her family, but her community as well. All will miss her creative and
loving influence.Jean was preceded in death by her husband Paul on December
Jean Soderlind 10, 2000. She is survived by her children Mark Soderlind, Robin (Gary) Butcher,

1923 ~ 2009 Bill Soderlind, and her four grandchildren who were the light of her life; Jenni-
fer and Jared Hertzler, Erica and David Soderlind.

She was an amazing lady and will be dearly missed by her family and friends.

B
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[AN EMPLOYEE ][A PILOT

IF CURRENTLY EMPLOYED BY DELTA INDICATE:

BASE ][POSITION

[IF RETIRED, WAS IT “NORMAL” (Age 60/65 for pilots)? YES__ NO____

IF NOT, INDICATE TYPE OF RETIREMANT: MEDICAL _ EARLY ___ RESIGNED ___

[APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF HOURS LOGGED

)
)
)

AIRLINE AIRCRAFT TYPES FLOWN AS PILOT

REMARKS: Affiliates please include information as to profession, employer,
department, positions held, and other relevant info:

MEMBERSHIP TYPE

|:| REGULAR (NR) $35
Pilots: Retired NWA,
post-merger retired Delta,
or Active Delta

|:| AFFILIATE (AF) $25
Spouse or widow of RNPA
member, pre-merger Delta
retired pilots, other NWA or
Delta employees, a friend, or
a pilot from another airline
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MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:
“RNPA”

AND MAIL TO:
Retired NWA Pilots’ Assn.
Dino Oliva
3701 Bayou Louise Lane
Sarasota FL 34242-1105
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U. S. POSTAL SERVICE: We are
unable to change mailing addresses
seasonally. Instead, Contrails and all
other mail is sent First Class to your
permanent mailing address, which
provides for forwarding, unlike our
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the U. S. Postal Service.
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dresses they are published only on
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Hallin:

RNPAnews@bhi.com
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What causes these long, strange clouds? No one is sure. A rare type of cloud known as a Morning Glory
cloud can stretch 1,000 kilometers long and occur at altitudes up to two kilometers high. Although simi-
lar roll clouds have been seen at specific places across the world, the ones over Burketown, Queensland
Australia occur predictably every spring. Long, horizontal, circulating tubes of air might form when
flowing, moist, cooling air encounters an inversion layer, an atmospheric layer where air temperature
atypically increases with height. These tubes and surrounding air could cause dangerous turbulence for
airplanes when clear. Morning Glory clouds can reportedly achieve an airspeed of 60 kilometers per hour
over a surface with little discernible wind. Pictured above, photographer Mick Petroff photographed
some Morning Glory clouds from his airplane near the Gulf of Carpentaria, Australia.

- Contributed by Jeft Hill




