
Red & Dorothy Sutter,

Neil & Lorraine Potts,

Glady Holton, 

Randy Potts

Gay Glover,
Mary Jane Dittberner,

Eileen Hallin

Paul Jackman, Jean Kiernan,

Dick & Cookie Bihler,
Dick Erlandson

Tom White,
Al & Catherine Spotke,

Ken Kreutzmann
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Vic Kleinsteuber, 
Jim McLaughlin, 
Jerry Stellner,
Bob Blad, Ned Stephens

Don Wiedner, Lowell Williams,
Don Chadwick, Chuck Bartlett,
Larry Dorau

Pam & Bill Buckingham,
Bob & Barbara Vega,

Kittie Alexander

Audry Stafford, Dee Dolny,
Lois Abbott, 

Lowell Stafford
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Jerry Frank Leatherman, age 77, a native Minneso-
tan, “flew west” for a final check on Thursday morn-
ing, January 29th, 2008 at Methodist Hospital, St. 
Louis Park, Minnesota. Jerry had been at Regency 
battling pneumonia for the three weeks prior to his 
77th birthday, on the 6th of January. On that day Jerry 
sang an operatic lyric at the top of his voice, disturb-
ing the entire I.C.U. floor. Born in Minneapolis on 
January 6, 1932 he grew up in southwest Minneapolis 
and was in the first class to attend then brand new 
Southwest High School in the late 1940’s. His senior 
year at Southwest Jerry and a friend skipped out of 
class and were going out the door to the street when 
they were stopped by a teacher. The teacher wanted to 
know where they were going, and Jerry replied that 
they were on their way to marching band practice. 
The teacher asked what instruments they were playing 

(since they were carrying none), and Jerry replied, 
“Piano and Bass!”

Jerry joined the Naval Aviation Cadet Pro-
gram and reported to Pensacola for pre-flight 
training in 1951, just as the Korean War was 
getting underway. He completed initial carrier 
qualification in the North American SNJ on Jan-
uary 25, 1953, and was commissioned an Ensign 
and received his Naval Aviator Wings on April 
24, 1953. While on active duty Jerry served with 
VP-34 where he was promoted to Lt(jg) in April 
1955 prior to being transferred to VP-812, where 
he was promoted to full Lieutenant in May 1957. 
He joined Air Transport Squadron 7 in 1960. 
Jerry flew the Martin P5M “Mariner” on active 
duty, and at some point in his career managed to 
get checked out in one of the old WW II “Fly-
ing boats,” the PBY “Catalina.” At the end of his 
active duty tour Jerry had some involvement with 
test flights of the Martin P6M “Seamaster” which 
was the first, and to date the only, U.S. Navy at-
tempt to develop a multi-engine jet seaplane.

Steve Leatherman, Northwest Airlines B-757 FO: 
My dad, Jerry Frank Leatherman, was a boister-
ous and generous person, and a great mentor to 
my brother Dave, my step-brother Josh and me. 
Jerry lived his life without regret and certainly to 
the fullest. Living vicariously is something others 
did. He leaves behind three grand-kids (and one 
on-the-way) who are glad to have known such 

a colorful and cantankerous individual; my brother, 
Dave Leatherman and Josh and Danielle Anderson, 
his younger siblings David Leatherman and Linda 
Grosz. 

Jerry served the country he loved as a Navy pilot, 
captained the Boeing 747 in Asia for Northwest Orient 
Airlines and leaves a legacy of memories and stories 
to be shared for generations to come. Pam, his wife of 
many years and primary caregiver for the years that 
really mattered, wished for Jerry to be cremated and 
he had no service. 

A memorial donation in Jerry’s name is available 
with the Humane Society of Minnesota. Use the link, 
www.networkforgood.org and go to “Donate”, and 
dedicate in Jerry’s name. Dad, you will be missed. 

Love, 
Steve 

Jerry Leatherman
1932 ~ 2008
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Kenneth D. “Ken” Speer, age 85, of Emerald, Wis-
consin, a longtime pilot and cattleman, and a retired 
Northwest captain, “flew west” for a final check on 
Sunday November 22, 2009.

Ken was born March 18, 1924, in Sioux City, Iowa, 
to Clayton and Lucille Speer. He spent much of his 
youth in Leeds, Iowa, and lived 
in California, Washington, Ha-
waii, and Wisconsin. Emerald 
Township, Wisconsin has been 
his home since 1993.

Aviation was Ken Speer’s life. 
He was a B17 captain flying lead 
for the Mighty Eighth Air Force 
while based in England during 
WWII. During the Korean War 
Ken flew out of Japan, and he 
flew private contract during the 
Vietnam conflict. Ken joined 
Northwest Airlines in 1950 and 
flew as captain until mandatory 
retirement in 1984. Ken was 
proud to fly for Northwest and 
had a great respect for the air-
line. He always appreciated the 

friends he made while at NWA. Ken had many memo-
rable experiences with NWA, including participating 
in the Aviation Medical Acceleration Laboratory Hu-
man Centrifuge Project, and flying the first Boeing 747 
non-stop service to Tokyo. 

After retirement from Northwest Airlines, Ken 
continued his aviation career as a corporate pilot for 
Hubbard Broadcasting (St. Paul, Minnesota- KSTP 
TV). While with Hubbard, Ken flew corporate trips in 
a Convair 580, a Hawker and in the Gulfstream series. 
He also flew news trips in a Helio Courier (his favor-
ite airplane), and enjoyed the use of a Decathlon and 
an Arctic Tern. During his time off, Ken and his wife 
Renè spent many happy hours flying low and slow over 
much of the United States in the Tern. Ken retired 
from Hubbard in 1999, and hung up his wings for 
good, after over 50 years in the cockpit.

Ken’s other passion was raising and promoting 
Black Angus cattle, which he began raising while living 
in River Falls, WI. He and his wife René continued to 
raise Black Angus breeding bulls and seed stock after 
they moved to Emerald Angus, their farm in Emerald 
Township, Wisconsin.

Ken’s parents, and a young son, Kenny, precede 
Ken in his journey. He is survived by his wife René; 
children Nan Branch, Jana (Bill) Brown, Lisa Speer, 
and Kemer Speer; stepchildren Kate Hammarback and 
Sam (Katie) Hammarback; and extended family and 
friends.

Ken Speer
1924 ~ 2009
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NAME 

SPOUSE’S NAME

REMARKS: Affiliates please include information as to profession, employer, 
department, positions held, and other relevant info:

APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF HOURS LOGGED

AIRLINE AIRCRAFT TYPES FLOWN AS PILOT

IF RETIRED, WAS IT “NORMAL” (Age 60/65 for pilots)?    YES ____     NO ____

IF NOT, INDICATE TYPE OF RETIREMANT:  MEDICAL ___  EARLY ___  RESIGNED ___

STREET

CITY

EMAIL* 
	 Leave this blank if you do not wish to receive RNPA email news. (See note)

STATE ZIP+4 PHONE

	 PERMANENT MAILING ADDRESS

STREET

CITY

STATE ZIP+4 PHONE

	 SECOND OR SEASONAL ADDRESS (for RNPA annual directory only)

	 IF CURRENTLY EMPLOYED BY DELTA  INDICATE:

BASE POSITION

DATE OF BIRTH (Optional for affiliate member)

AN EMPLOYEE A PILOT
	 DATE OF FIRST EMPLOYMENT WITH  NWA  DELTA AS: 

AN EMPLOYEE A PILOT
	 DATE OF RETIREMENT FROM  NWA  DELTA AS: 

CHANGE: This is a change             
of address or status only

 REGULAR (NR)  $35
Pilots: Retired NWA,
post-merger retired Delta,
or Active Delta

 AFFILIATE (AF)  $25
Spouse or widow of RNPA 
member, pre-merger Delta 
retired pilots, other NWA or 
Delta employees, a friend, or 
a pilot from another airline

MEMBERSHIP TYPE

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:
“RNPA”

AND MAIL TO:
Retired NWA Pilots’ Assn.
Dino Oliva
3701 Bayou Louise Lane
Sarasota FL 34242-1105

PAYMENT

U. S. POSTAL SERVICE: We are 
unable to change mailing addresses 
seasonally. Instead, Contrails and all 
other mail is sent First Class to your 
permanent mailing address, which 
provides for forwarding, unlike our 
previous mailing system. If desired, 
please arrange forwarding through 
the U. S. Postal Service.

*EMAIL NOTE: To protect email ad-
dresses they are published only on 
the RNPA website (www.rnpa.org), 
which is password protected. You 
must send any future change to Phil 
Hallin:

RNPAnews (at) bhi.com

MAILING NOTES

Membership Application
and

Change of Address Form
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Dino Oliva
3701 Bayou Louise Lane
Sarasota FL 34242
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FIRST CLASS

Ship 6743, the very last of the NWA 747-200s,  
on it’s final touchdown at the boneyard to be 
cut up for scrap.


