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ABOUT THE AUTHOR AND HIS PLANE
Waco Taperwing s/n A-83 was born 4/49/29 

and delivered to its �rst owner, famous race 
pilot Johnny Livingston. Its original registration 
was NC8568. Records are sketchy, at best, but 
they show a transfer to a gentleman in Illinois a 
few years later. It was so registered until acqui-
sition by Russ Gage, Canton, MA in 1981. By 
that time the registration had been changed to 
N9012F.

The original number, NC8568 was traced 
to a crop duster in Bakers�eld, CA. The FAA 
reported that the aircraft had been heavily 
damaged in an accident. However, the business 
is no longer operating and it is presumed that 
the owner is deceased.

The color scheme was not an attempt to du-
plicate a speci�c livery, but rather an attempt to 
duplicate the design used by the Waco Aircraft 
Company when producing their �racing� and 
�sport� versions of the already famous Taper-
wing.

It is a 1929 Waco ATO Taperwing, NC8565, 
s.n. A-83, standard airworthiness certi�cate, 
restored in 2002 by Rare Aircraft of Owatonna, 
MN. Power is from a Jacobs 755B2 engine with 
275 HP. The aircraft has a total of 376 hours, 
of which he has �own 275 since restoration. 
The plane and pilot are based in Bozeman, MT. 
(BZN). It has some of the �modern� electronics 
down on the side panel, but the panel instru-
ments are all restored Waco �steam gauge.� 
When acquired by Dennis the registration was 
changed to NC8565. The original was not avail-
able, and NC8565 was as close as possible, and 
from an original Waco series.

Dennis �ew for Northwest Airlines for 30 
years and retired in 1998 with about 21,200 
hours. Prior to his NWA career, he spent some 
time as an instructor mostly in Pipers, most 
every model from Tri-pacer to Aztec�s, as well as 
some Cessna products. Since then Dennis has 
been happily �ying his Waco.
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Chester H. �Chet� Swenson, age 88, a retired North-
west Airlines Captain �Flew West� for a �nal check 
on August 21, 2010. Chet was born March 15, 1922 in 
La Crosse, Wisconsin to Archie and Florence Swen-
son. He grew up in Wisconsin and Minnesota, and 
attended the University of Minnesota for one year. 
�e winds of war changed his focus from college to 
aviation, and he traveled to Luke Air Force Base in 
Glendale, Arizona, planning to become an aircra� 
mechanic. But the attack on Pearl Harbor altered his 
training from repairing planes to �ying them, and he 
completed his �ight school training in 1943.

A�er �ight school Chet was sent to the Paci�c 
�eater and became part of the famed �Green Drag-
ons,� the 405th squadron of the 38th Bomb Group. 
�e 405th had deployed to Australia with Martin 
B-26 Marauders in early 1942 to reinforce Fi�h Air 
Force a�er it�s withdrawal to Australia, and in 1943 
was re-equipped with B-25 Mitchell medium bomb-
ers and moved to forward air�elds in New Guinea. 

�e 405th followed MacArthur�s advance along 
the northern coast of the islands into the Netherlands 
East Indies, �ying tactical bombardment missions 
against Japanese strong points and air�elds. �ey 
moved to Luzon, Philippines as part of the United 

States liberation forces in 1945. Chet 
saw action in the Northern Solomon 
Islands, New Guinea, the Bismark Ar-
chipelago, and the Philippine Islands. 

�e 405th B-25s had tremendous 
stra�ng �repower. �ey carried eight 
forward �ring .50 caliber machine 
guns, four in the nose and two on 
each side just a� of the pilots in a 

�blister� on the lower forward fuselage. 
�ere were also two �fifties� in a top 
turret and two in the tail turret. 

All of the B-25s in the 405th sport-
ed a large green dragon with dragon 
teeth covering the nose of the aircra�. 
Chet�s B-25 also had the cartoon 
character Donald Duck carrying a 
bomb under his arm on the side of the 
aircra� behind the nose, and its name 

�Minnesoter Bomb Toter.� He �ew 74 
missions as a Captain with the �Green 
Dragons� in the B-25 Mitchell bomber, 
and was awarded the Air Medal. 

A�er his honorable discharge in 
1945, he returned to Minnesota where he met the love 
of his life, Bette Darlene Jerlow, and they were married 
later that year on October 17, 1945. Chet joined North-
west Airlines as a pilot shortly a�er their marriage, 
and his career took the family from St. Paul, to Seattle, 
to Spokane, and �nally in 1961 Tacoma, Washington. 
During the early years of their marriage Chet and 
Bette�s family grew as three sons, Gary, Craig and 
Dave were added to the family.

Chet Swenson
1922 ~ 2010
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Ronald Eugene Stelzig always had an interest in 
airplanes and �ight. He became employee number 70 
when Northwest Airways, later Northwest Airlines, 
was in its infancy. Ron started working at Northwest 
Airways in 1930 and he recalled that, �Tom Hillis was 
hired as employee #69, clock #08-013 on September 2, 
1929. Ron followed on February 1, 1930 as employee 
#70, clock #19-014. By July 1931, the number of em-
ployees on the payroll had more than doubled from 68 
to a new total of 137.� 

Ron recalled, �Many spectacular surges of growth 
and development of Northwest Airlines over the past 
years.� �e many route extensions, expansions of 
service, and acquisitions of new and more modern 
equipment brought back many exciting and cherished 
memories. Ron remembered when, during the pe-
riod September 1929�July 1932, �Northwest Airways 
extended its routes from Chicago and the Twin Cities 
to as far west as Bismarck, N.D. and north to Pembina 
N.D. and Duluth, with intermediate stops at Fargo, 
Grand Forks, Valley City, and Jamestown.�

Ron�s �rst job at Northwest was as a mail boy. He 
continued learning and working to move up, and 
soon became a passenger agent. He kept working to 
advance in the company, and later quali�ed as a Flight 
Dispatcher. Still working and learning to get ahead, he 
was promoted to Chief Flight Superintendent. Eventu-

ally Ron Stelzig was in charge of Flight Dispatch, Me-
teorology, and Flight planning and Control. His job 
in management was later de�ned as Director of Flight 
Operations. At the time of his retirement in 1976, Ron 
Stelzig held the distinction of being U.S. Commercial 
Aviation�s senior employee in length of service. Two 
of the murals that were painted on the walls in the 
Northwest wing of the Minneapolis-St. Paul airport 
terminal included Ron Stelzig, as a young passenger 
agent. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gladys �Pat� Stelzig was born August 7, 1911 in Daw-
son, North Dakota to Edward & Elizabeth Baumann, 
the sixth of seven children. �e Baumann family soon 
moved to Edgeley, North Dakota where Pat �nished 
high school. A�er graduation Pat attended Trinity 
Hospital Nursing School in Jamestown, North Dakota, 
where she received her Nursing degree. �e fam-
ily moved to St. Paul, Minnesota when Pat�s mother 
became terminally ill, and Pat worked as a nurse at St. 
Luke�s Hospital, while caring for her ill mother, Eliza-
beth, for seven years.

To be hired as a stewardess in the early days, ap-
plicants had to have a nursing degree. �at she had, 

Ron Stelzig
October, 1909 ~ November, 1995

Pat Stelzig (98th birthday)
August, 1911~ August, 2010

Ron, c. 1929
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Stanley Howard �Stan� Kegel, age 76, a retired 
Northwest Airlines Captain, �ew west peacefully 
in Hospice for a �nal check a�er a long and di�-
cult struggle on Saturday, March 27, 2010, at North 
Memorial Hospital in Robinsdale, Minnesota. Stan 
was born in Fargo, North Dakota on January 19, 1934 
and graduated from Fargo�s Central HS, Class of 
1951. He attended North Dakota State University and 
Morehead State University before joining the Naval 
Aviation Cadet (NAVCAD) program, and reported 
to NAS Pensacola, Florida for Pre-�ight Training in 
1954. A�er Pre-�ight Stan received primary �ight 
training in North American�s SNJ and soloed on 
September 27, 1954. In advanced training he �ew the 
T-28B Trojan and completed initial carrier quali�ca-
tion on the USS Monterey in 1955. Stan completed 
�ight training and was designated a Naval Aviator in 
1956, and received a commission as a second Lieuten-

ant in the U.S. Marines. During his military �ying 
career he also �ew the Beechcra� SNB (Secret Navy 
Bomber), Lockheed TV-2 Shooting Star, Grumman 
F9F-5 Panther, Douglas AD-5 and AD-6 Skyraider, 
and the Douglas R6D the Navy version of the DC-6.

A�er receiving his wings Stan reported to MCAF 
Opa-Locka, Florida near Miami, Florida for transi-
tion training in the Douglas AD-5 �Skyraider,� a 
large single engine carrier aircra� which could carry 
a larger bomb load than a WW II Boeing B-17 �Fly-
ing Fortress.� A�er transition training he joined 
Marine Attack Squadron 332 (VMA-332) and �ew o� 
the carriers USS Princeton and USS Phillipine Sea. 
Later assignment to the Paci�c brought him to the 
Philipines and Okinawa, and �nally to the US Naval 
Air Station, Iwakuni, Japan where he was designated a 
�ight leader. Stan completed active duty with the Ma-
rines in 1958, and he served in the Marine reserves 
until 1961.

A�er leaving active duty with the Marines Stan was 
hired by Northwest Airlines and was in the new 
hire class of October 1958. Stan and his classmates 
received their �rst quali�cation at Northwest as co-
pilots on the DC-4. During his career at Northwest 
Airlines Stan �ew domestic and international routes 
on the DC-6 & 7, Lockeed L-188 Electra, Boeing 707, 
727 & 747 Classic, and the Douglass DC-10. Stan re-
luctantly retired early due to health reasons in 1986. 

Stan Kegel�s many friends around the world will 
miss him very much. He was active in Shriner�s for 33 
years and was a member of Lake Harriet Lodge #277, 
Scottish Rite, York Rite, Royal Arch, Zion Command-
er, and Knights Templar. Among many other o�ces 
held, he was past president of: Zuhrah Shrine Horse-
men, Zuhrah Shrine Flyers, and International Shrine 
Horse Patrol. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; broth-
ers Fred and David; stepdaughter, Lori Lilja; and 
step-granddaughter, Heather Kelsey. Stan is survived 
by his wife of 35 years, Donna; son, Stan Jr.; brother, 
Paul Kegel; stepdaughter, Linda Kelsey; step-grand-
son, Sean Kelsey; and step-great-grandson, Garrett 
Kelsey. 

Stan Kegel
1934 ~ 2010










