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grandkids and loved watching them play. Nicole, the
first grandchild and only granddaughter, and grand-
son’s Jake, Luke and Cole all got their first bicycles
from their proud grandfather, his way of passing
along his love of the sport.

Erling and his granddaughter Nicole had a special
relationship, and she says: “My grandfather was and
forever will be my hero. He was truly one of the few
people in this world that had a heart made of gold.
You couldn’t find a kindness like his anywhere else
that I know of. Forever I will remember the strength

and courage he took on life with. I would be blessed to
have even a fraction of his character. At one point and
time I really thought my Grandfather would be here
forever, or at least as long as I lived. In a way this is
true because he forever will be in my heart. He is my
guardian angel, and I know I can accomplish anything
with him watching over me.”

Erling is laid to rest in a small cemetery (Eden
Valley) in NE Montana and he faces the farm with its
large trees where he was raised. His son Todd rests
beside him.

Rich Drzal
1944 ~ 2010

Captain Richard “Rich” Peter Drzal, age 66, a retired
Northwest Airlines captain, “flew west” for a final
check at 10:30pm July 29, 2010 peacefully at home in
the arms of his wife, Barbara, and sons, Chandler and
Brandon.

Rich was born and raised in the small town
of Berwyn outside Chicago, graduated from the

University of Illinois in June 1966 and began pilot
training with Northwest Airlines that same month,
to fly the next thirty years enjoying his passion and
seeing the world.

Rich and Barbara met while both flying out of
MSP and were married in 1983, lived in Seattle and
proceeded to cover as much of the globe as possible
while raising two sons. They began their marriage
by spending their honeymoon trekking the Amazon
Jungle and proceeded to cover Australia, New
Zealand, the Galapagos Islands, Bali, Thailand, Africa,
the Holy Land and many points beyond during their
time together. He was always determined to catch that
“elusive” steelhead while drifting down the various
cold, rainy rivers of the Pacific Northwest with his
best buddy, Ken Peters, unable to feel his toes and
fingers—and finally landed the trophy fish.

His love of the water continued throughout his
whole life, beginning with a very small skift and
eventually owning a trawler which many hours were
spent upon in the San Juan Islands, catching fresh
salmon and crab for dinner while playing amongst the
Orcas.

Rich had such a love for his family and friends
with a
generous
heart for
God. He is
missed by
all whose
lives he
touched.
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Clancy Prevost
1938 ~ 2010

Captain Clarence W. “Clancy” Prevost, age 72, a re-
tired Northwest captain of Coral Gables, Florida and
Wellsboro, Pennsylvania “Flew West” for a final check
at his home in Coral Gables on December 23, 2010.
Clancy Prevost was a graduate of Mercersburg Acad-
emy and the University of Pennsylvania. He joined
the Navy as an Aviation Officer Candidate (AOC)
after college and reported to NAS Pensacola, Florida
for Pre-Flight training with Class 29-63, in August
1963. During his Navy years he flew with VW-4 the
“Hurricane Hunters” squadron and was honorably
discharged with the rank of Lieutenant in 1968.
Following his discharge, he joined Northwest Air-

lines as a pilot in August 1968, retiring in 1993 after

h

25 years of flying. He began a second career as an
instructor in flight simulators in Minneapolis, Min-
nesota and in Miami, Florida. He was the simulator
instructor in the Twin Cities who was suspicious of

a student who had registered to learn to fly the 747,
and who had never soloed in even a single-engine
airplane. The student had no interest in learning how
to take-off or land. He was only interested in learning
how to fly through buildings. Despite resistance from
the flight academy administration, Clancy persisted in
his questions about his student. These events occurred
in August 2001, five weeks before 9/11. Eventually the
student Zacharias Moussaoui, was arrested. After a
trial in Federal Court in Alexandria, Virginia, Mous-
soui was sentenced to life imprisonment in federal
prison in Colorado.

The Airline Pilots Association International and
the U.S. Department of State both recognized Clancy
Prevost for his heroism. He is survived by his wife
Sheilah Young Prevost; sister Sarah Shoemaker;
brothers Louis and James; three children and seven
grandchildren. He was pre-deceased by his father Dr.
John V. Prevost, his mother Julianne Cawley Prevost
and his brother John A. Prevost.
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Paul Ringer: Clancy flew co-pilot for me on the
B-727. He was a fun guy to be with when the crew got
together for dinner. Someone a grandmother would
definitely be proud of.

Dan Stack: My connection with Clancy goes back
to 1965 and our days with VW-4—the Navy Hur-
ricane Hunters. He was about 6 months behind me
there and with Northwest. A unique sidebar is that
my son Andrew and your Andrea were both born the
same day—Oct. 2nd. at Fairview Southdale, Edina,
Minnesota. He was ever cheery—inquisitive and will-
ing to visit. The capstone of his career while instruct-
ing, was being recognized by ALPA for his breaking
the plot about the 9/11 flight training. I was so sorry
to hear of your loss, go in peace Clancy.

Dick Glover: Always enjoyed working with Clancy.
He was a great guy and will be missed.

Fred Breitling: Clancy was the tallest player on our
NWA basketball team and, therefore played center. He
worked hard, loved the game, and we became good
friends throughout our flying careers. We also played
handball at the Decathlon and enjoyed many good
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times before and after the games. His quick wit and
super intelligence made him a very interesting guy as
well as a good friend. We'll miss you Clancy and will
cherish many great memories.

Jerry Krueger: Clancy was a “Fine-Fine” person,
ever excited, always friendly, and such a professional
in every way. What a great friend he was to so many
other fellow aviators. His humor was note-worthy. A
wonderful human being has passed our way and we
are all better people for having known Clancy Prevost.

Dick Goforth: I am sorry for your loss.

Lyle Prouse: Clancy was the senior guy in our
NWA class of Aug ‘68, one number senior to me. I
didn’t really get to know him until several years later
and I thought, “He is the best kept secret in our class!”
He was intellectual, incredibly humorous, quick wit-
ted, and a joy to spend time with. We remained close
friends from that time. I wish I'd known about his
illness so I could have at least supported him through
cards and phone calls. Upon hearing of Clancy’s death,
I had a wonderful conversation with his widow, Shei-
lah, whom I'd never met but was warmly impressed
with. Clancy was my friend and I'll miss him dearly.
My memories are of laughter and delightful conversa-
tion. My thoughts and prayers are with Sheilah and I
hope we someday meet in person. Godspeed, Clancy...
you leave many behind who thought the world of you.

Tom Roberts: I worked with Clancy many a day
and often late at night after he retired. He showed me
the ropes at PanAm International Flight Academy. He
taught me to run the new strange simulators all over
the country, and was always there to back me up. He
was such a great guy and could work with the most
difficult student with ease.

Vic Britt: I worked with Clancy as an instructor
at Northwest, and I was the Cadet Officer in charge
of Indoctrination Battalion (“Indoc”) in August 1963
when Clancy and Pre-Flight Class 29-63 reported to
Pensacola. It was not a gentle meeting. The first ten
days in “Indoc” were the Cadets introduction to their
left feet and right feet, hazing over minor or manufac-
tured infractions, and running every where they went.
I did not remember that Clancy was in that class until
I reviewed the Pre-Flight yearbook. Clancy Prevost
was a first class guy with an easy smile that went ear
to ear, and he was kind enough to never remind me
that we first met in “Indoc.”

Captain Alan L. Rose, age
73, a retired Northwest
Airlines captain, “Flew
West” for a final check at
Alpharetta, Georgia on
September 6, 2010. Alan
was from Sutton, West
Virginia, but he lived in
many diverse places from
Minnesota, Kansas, and
Alaska to Beaune, France.
More recently he resided in
Alpharetta. o

Alan was a graduate Alan Rose
of Sutton High School 1937 ~ 2010
and received a bachelor’s
of mechanical engineering from the University of
Cincinnati. He served in the U.S. Air Force during the
Vietnam War and retired as a captain from Northwest
Airlines, where he was recognized for his direct sup-
port missions to Operation Desert Storm.

He is survived three children, Steven, Anthony,
and Angela, and three grandchildren.

Doris Rena Stamp, age 91,
went home to her heavenly
Father the morning of
March 1, 2011. She was

born December 13,

1919 in Versailles IL

to Lloyd O. and Maud

(Myers) Patterson. She

grew to womanhood

in the Quad Cities and
married Charles Edward
Stamp on July 13 1940.
Chuck and Dorie moved

to Florida where Chuck was

an Army Air Corps Instructor; and when hired by
Northwest Airlines in 1943, they made their home at
Lake Minnetonka on the Methodist Church Grounds.
Chuck preceded her in death in 1998. She is survived
by four sons, Bryan (Patty) of Prescott AZ, Bruce
(Jeannie) of Atascadero CA, Gordon (Patti) of Excel-
sior and Martin (Leah) of St Louis Park; and by 10
grandchildren and 7 great grandchildren.

B

RNPA CONTRAILS | MAY 2011

57



“Mac” McLaughlin
1934 ~ 2011

Captain E. D. “Mac” McLaughlin, Jr., a retired
Northwest Airlines captain “Flew West” for a final
check on Thursday, January 13, 2011. Mac was born
in Dallas, Texas on January 30, 1934. Mac took flying
lessons in a Taylorcraft and received his private pilot
license right after finishing high school. He served

as a Captain in the U.S. Air Force’s Strategic Air
Command (SAC). He was a Uranium Exploration
Geologist and a pilot for Northwest Airlines for 27
years, retiring as a Boeing 747 Captain in 1994. Mac
was a professional musician and a fresh and salt water
racing and cruising sailor.

He sailed his boats in Minnesota and Canada,
Hawaii and the Caribbean and to Cuba. When he
was not otherwise occupied, he and his wife Brenda
traveled extensively. He wrote short stories and
plays and produced musicals and plays at the Naples
Sudgen Theater. He was a man of manifold pursuits
and affections.

h

Mac mastered and reveled in all four classical
elements of life, from the earth’s layers and rocks, to
the sky’s beauty and challenge. From the waters he
weathered with boundless joy, to his passionate desire
to radiate life through music and writing.

But most of all Mac will be remembered for a
warm and sensitive nature which reflected his larger
than life heart and soul. Brenda and he were based in
Honolulu his last years at Northwest, and they made
the most of their good fortune. They lived on the
ocean that they loved, and even raced the Molokai
channel together. After retirement they had a happy
home in Naples for 16 years and enjoyed the company
of friends and family from all over the world. From
being Commodore of the local racing club in Naples,
to enjoying a Cuban cigar on his final boat, “Rainbow;’
docked at Hemingway Marina in Havana. He never
ceased to amaze Brenda with his sense of adventure,
and the joy that he took in everyday life. Mac was
her hero, and she says that he will continue to fly, sail,
write and make music in the hearts of his dear ones.

A celebration of Mac’s life was attended by family
and friends at The Naples Sailing and Yacht Club. He
is survived by his devoted wife, Brenda McLaughlin;
his former spouse and friend Martha Semrud;
five children, seven grandchildren, and six great
grandchildren.
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“Kenny” Bennett
1927 ~ 2011

Kenneth “Kenny” Dean Bennett, age 83, a retired
Northwest Airlines pilot, took his final “Flight West”
from Laguna Woods, California to heaven on God’s
wings, on Wednesday, February 8, 2011. Kenny was
born August 16, 1927 in Anoka, Minnesota and
graduated from St. Francis. He entered the military
where he became a Staft Sergeant Supply training
Army Paratroops. Upon his departure from the mili-
tary Kenny met his bride-to be, Marilyn Thorlakson at
a church youth group retreat. They were married on
April 21, 1948 and built their first home in White Bear
Lake, MN.

Kenny studied trades at Dunwoody Institute
in Minneapolis, and in 1950 began his career with
Northwest Airlines as a mechanic at Holman Field
near downtown St. Paul. Kenny continued to study
and achieve new challenges including a light airplane
private pilot license, and soon became a Flight Engi-
neer at Northwest. Kenny and his young family relo-
cated to Puyallup, WA for four years before returning
to Minneapolis where they lived for the next 13 years.
Northwest Airlines continued training him as a pilot,

and he checked out as first officer on the 707 and 747.
He was in the “initial cadre” for Boeing 747 ground
school in Seattle, and wrote the pressurization and
hydraulics sections of the Northwest 747 training
manual.

With the family grown, Kenny and Marilyn
moved back to the west coast, settling in Gig Har-
bor, Washington where they built a waterfront home,
enjoying the beach, keeping an orchard and farming
oysters. Eventually they moved to the senior commu-
nity, Crista where they lived for eight years.

Kenny retired from NWA in 1979 due to a heart
attack that he suffered while in Tokyo between flights.
Upon retirement Kenny had time to develop his hob-
bies including, hunting, fishing, trapping, farming
his garden plot and orchard, and to begin his most
interesting hobby of beekeeping. Kenny kept bees for
his orchard and helped other beekeepers with theirs
as well. He became an advocate for legislation to
protect bees and an educator to teach school children
and groups of adults about the role of bees in agricul-
ture. Kenny became involved with bee-keeping in the
global economy and attended the world apiary con-
ventions of APIMONDIA in Switzerland and China.
In 2009 Kenny was awarded the Lifetime Honorary
Beekeeper Award by the California State Beekeepers
Association. Kenny and Marilyn later moved to La-
guna Woods, California where Kenny continued to be
involved with friends in their beekeeping businesses.
and enjoying other aspects of retirement including
golf.

Kenny is survived by his wife, N. Marilyn Ben-
nett, son Dale (Claudia), son Duane (Pat), daughter
Dianne (Jim). Grandchildren: Jenne, Joshua, Jacob,
Janelle, Jodelle, Drew. Great-grandchild, Kit. Kenny
was preceded in death by parents, Clare, Florence,
brother Donovan: sisters, Marjorie, Rachel, Beatrice.
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