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Creighton F. Trapp, age 84, a retired Northwest 
Airlines Captain “Flew West” for a final check ride 
on June 2, 2010.  He was born in Buffalo NY on Au-
gust 30, 1925 and his father was in the flour milling 
business, so the family moved to Minneapolis where 
Creighton graduated from Washburn High School in 
1943. His passion was for all things mechanical, espe-
cially anything regarding aircraft and flying. He had 
his first flight in a Piper J-3 Cub in 1941, and was very 
active in a model airplane club where his planes won 
many contests. During WWII Creighton volunteered 
for the military after high school, but was turned away 
as he was deemed too tall for military service. His tow-
ering height, six feet seven inches, easily earned him 
the nickname “Stretch.” He attended Parks Air College, 
now part of St. Louis University, and graduated from 
a technical program, receiving his mechanic’s rating 
in 1945. He also took flying lessons and received his 
pilot’s license in 1945 in a Boeing PT-17 Stearman.

From 1945 to 1948, Stretch worked for Midconti-

nent Airlines in New Orleans as 
a mechanic and crew chief. He 
purchased and flew a PT 13 dur-
ing this time to gain flying expe-
rience, and got a job with Boeing 
as a mechanic in the experimen-
tal flight test department. After 
a year with Boeing he was hired 
by Northwest Airlines as a me-
chanic in September 1947, and 
in 1948 married his wife Lenor 
Green. He progressed to crew 
chief and ground instructor, and 
in March 1955 checked out as 
flight engineer on the Boeing 
377 Stratocruiser, but then he 
was laid off as a flight engineer 
for 2 years and never got to fly 
it. The two years he was laid off 
as flight engineer Creighton bid 
back to the mechanic ranks, and 
when he was recalled as a flight 
engineer he checked out in the 
DC6 and DC7.  For several years 
he worked in flight training as 
a flight engineer instructor and 
ground school instructor. In 
July 1964 Stretch joined the pilot 

ranks and his first pilot checkout was as first officer on 
the Douglas DC-6, and he later qualified as first officer 
on the Boeing 707. He checked out as Captain on the 
Boeing 727 in 1970, and retired as a Boeing 747 captain 
in 1985.

He belonged to Cessna flying clubs in Minneapolis 
and Seattle. Lenor and Creighton also enjoyed boating 
and owned a 27 foot trawler.  He was a docent at the 
Museum of Flight in Renton, Washington for twenty 
years, from 1988 to 2008. Many Northwest pilots will 
remember their friend Stretch as a gentle man, tall in 
stature, with an easy going personality and usually 
wearing a big smile under his mustache. He had a deep 
voice that projected deep chuckles and laughs that 
would always brighten one’s day.

Creighton was preceded in death by his son Paul, 
but he is survived by his wife of 60 years, Lenor and a 
daughter, Carol, plus three grandchildren, Peter (Jes-
sica), Katherine and Laura, one great grandson, Mason.

“Stretch” Trapp
1925 ~ 2010
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Walt Howard
1922 ~ 2011

Walter Howard, age 88, a retired Northwest Airlines 
Captain, “Flew West” peacefully for his final check 
with his family by his side, in Hudson Wisconsin, on 
Saturday, March 5, 2011. Walt was born on May 31, 
1922 in Oconomowoc, Wisconsin, and grew up on 
his family farm. He was a kid with a dream of flying 
after witnessing a pilot land at the farm in need of 
fuel for his plane. He worked for a nickel a day on the 
farm saving his money to buy an airplane ride; hid-
ing his savings in a wood pile to keep it away from 
his seven siblings. During high school Walt bought 
flying lessons, and was a member of the Civil Air 
Patrol. He graduated from Oconomowoc High School 
in 1940, and moved to Long Beach, California to work 
for Consolidated Vultee Aircraft Company building 
bombers. Walt earned his pilot’s license at Long Beach 

in 1941, and when war broke out enlisted in the U.S. 
Army Air Corp for training as a glider pilot. The glider 
program was disbanded before he got his orders so he 
enlisted in the U.S. Navy, and served in the Philippine 
Islands until he was discharged in February 1946. In 
December 1946 Walt married his hometown sweet-
heart, Dorothy Bowe of Dousman, Wisconsin. In 1947 
they drove the Al-Can Highway to Fairbanks, Alaska, 
before it was opened, and both got jobs with a con-
struction company building Eielson Air Force Base. 
After they returned to Wisconsin Dorothy taught 
school and Walt went to A&P school. 

Walt worked for Northwest for 32 years, and was 
hired in 1950 as a mechanic, but one with a burning 
desire to become a pilot. In 1952 he saw an empty 
chair in a new hire pilot class, stuck his head in and 
asked if he could take the spot. He was told he could 
not wear glasses; he took them off and didn’t need to 
put them back on until he turned 50, twenty years 
later. He started his career as a co-pilot on the DC-3 
and ended up as captain on the 747, and served as an 
instructor and check airman on the 707 in the early 
1970s. He flew the DC-3, DC-4, DC-6, DC-7, Boeing 
377 Stratocruiser, Lockheed Electra, Boeing 707, 727, 
and 747, and the DC-10. 
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Walt converted his garage in Bloomington, Min-
nesota into a hangar and rebuilt a J-3 Cub and a 
Taylorcraft, putting floats on the Taylorcraft. He 
took pleasure teaching his sons to fly; eldest son Tim 
learned to fly in Walt’s Cessna 170, and younger son 
Todd learned to fly in the rebuilt Taylorcraft. Walt 
took great pride in the legacy of aviation that he start-
ed. Tim was hired by North Central Airlines in 1976 
and became a Northwest pilot after the merger of Re-
public Airlines. Todd was hired by Northwest in 1995, 
and Tim’s son Chad is a pilot for Mesaba Airlines.         

After retirement in 1984 Walt and Dorothy moved 
to a farm northeast of River Falls, Wisconsin and built 
a hangar and airstrip on the property where he kept 
the T-craft and several Cessna 182s, converting one 
into an amphibious float plane. Walt enjoyed fishing, 
and he enjoyed flying family and friends to remote 
fishing camps in Canada in his float planes. He also 
flew four years for Air Care International of St. Paul, 
carrying  sick and disabled veterans for the Veterans 
Administration. Walt often said that he would rather 

fly than eat.
Walter and Dorothy traveled to Australia, Norway, 

Sweden, England, Wales, Germany, and Africa, and 
throughout the USA and Alaska. In 1987 they retraced 
their trip up the Al-Can Highway to Fairbanks and 
continued beyond the arctic circle on the ‘haul road’ 
to Coalfoot. They attended 16 Elder hostels in various 
locations studying a variety of topics. Walt’s quick wit 
and sense of humor endeared him to those around 
him, as did his trademark wink and smile, sometimes 
a little mischievous, but always kindhearted. He was 
known for his little witticisms, many of which he 
coined from his early childhood. His spirit and humor 
was never dampened even throughout his later stages 
of Parkinson’s. 

Walter is survived by Dorothy, his loving wife of 
64 years, and children; Tim, Holly, Anne, and Todd; 
and Grandchildren Erik, Jamie, Merete, and Chad.  
He imparted wisdom and countless memories that 
will endure long after his passing. Walt will be dearly 
missed by family and friends alike. 

Merle D. “Slim” Haines, age 87, a retired Northwest Airlines 
Captain “Flew West” for a final check peacefully on Wednes-
day, March 2, 2011 with his loving family by his side. Merle was 
born on the family farm in Winterset, Iowa. After graduating 
from high school, he served in the Navy during WWII. While 
stationed at Cape Cod he met his future wife, Frances. Shortly 
thereafter, he proposed to Fran during a live performance by 
Les Brown and the Band of Renown. “Sentimental Journey” 
continued to be their song throughout 58 years of marriage. 

Merle began his career with Northwest Airlines as a radio 
mechanic and retired 38 years later as a DC-10 Captain. After 
raising their family in Minnesota, Merle and Fran returned to 
the Pacific Northwest, enjoying 26 years of retirement in Ana-
cortes. As active members of Fidalgo Yacht Club, their fondest 
memories included cruising the San Juans aboard the OHIO-
WA, often in the company of dear friends. Merle was an active 
member of Anacortes Kiwanis and also enjoyed years of noon-
time gatherings with the Friday Boys. 

Merle was preceded in death by his wife, Frances, and his 
sister, Helen. He is survived by his brother, Lyle, his children, 
Nancy, Ron and Karen, 7 grandchildren and 3 great-grandchil-
dren. 

The family will honor Merle’s wishes to have his ashes scat-
tered at sea. No services will be held.

“Slim” Haines
1924 ~ 2011
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     Floyd graduated from Tri-State College in Angola, 
Indiana with an aeronautical engineering degree in 
1941, and married high school sweetheart Ada Louise 
Collar February 21st that same year. His instrument 
rating check was scheduled on December 8, 1941 but 
events at Pearl Harbor on December 7th delayed it. 
Floyd was hired by Northwest Airlines February 27, 
1942, and flew his entire 36 year career based in Min-
neapolis. He flew copilot for less than a year before 
checking out as captain, and the remainder of his 
career was flown from the left seat. During WWII, he 
flew the line to Alaska bringing supplies to the troops 
fighting along the Aleutian Islands. The flying was 
hard and dangerous under conditions and technol-
ogy of the time, but it was challenging and reward-
ing. In high school he played clarinet, and his flights 
from Minneapolis to Alaska were with a copilot who 
taught him music theory. Floyd practiced on the piano 
for hours and taught himself to be an accomplished 
pianist and organist. 
     At Northwest Floyd flew the Lockheed 10A, DC-3, 
DC-4, DC-6, DC-7, Boeing 377, L-188 Electra, Boe-
ing 707 and Boeing 747. In May, 1956 a reporter for 
the Minneapolis magazine followed Floyd’s crew on a 
trip to New York City for an article, “Two Days With a 
Pilot.” Pictures from that trip are included here. Floyd 
transitioned to jets in the early ’60s flying the B-707. 
Northwest hired some helicopter pilots in the ’60s and 
during a flight a new hire second officer asked if he 
could get out of his seat for a minute. The second offi-
cer got behind Floyd’s seat, looked out the window and 
said, “I spent most of my time at 1500 feet or less, and 

Floyd M. Dean, age 90, a retired Northwest Airlines 
Captain “Flew West” for a final check on October 21, 
2010. Floyd was born May 7, 1918 in New Brighton, 
Pennsylvania, and in his teens worked at a Gulf Oil 
station in Greenville, Pennsylvania. A customer always 
came in and said, “If I was young like you, I would 
learn to fly.” Floyd loved airplanes, so he took lessons 
and got his private and instructor’s license. During 
training he purchased his own Piper J-3 Cub, and his 
first Cub passenger was his high school sweetheart, 
Ada Louise Collar. In 1938 the Miami International 
Airport celebrated an expansion and Gulf Oil wanted 
representatives from each of the 48 states to fly to 
Miami for the inauguration ceremonies. Gulf Oil paid 
for the gas and oil, and his Gulf Oil station boss put 
his name in as Pennsylvania’s representative. Floyd was 
chosen and asked permission from Gulf Oil to devi-
ate on his flight back to visit a relative in Louisiana. 
Gulf Oil asked what type of aircraft he was flying, and 
when they found out it was a J-3 Cub said Floyd could 
deviate all he wanted. Flying back from Miami Floyd’s 
Cub got carburetor icing and he made a forced landing 
in a cotton field. A farmer came out with a mule and 
pulled the aircraft to a dirt road, and he continued his 
trip home.

Floyd Dean
1918 ~ 2010
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Rose met her future husband, Donald Vimr, at Northwest Airlines 
where Don was an airline pilot. Rose was hired as a ticket agent, and 
became a stewardess at the Minneapolis base. She and Don enjoyed 
layovers with another NWA stewardess, Betsy Winn, who met and 
married NWA flight engineer Al Reed. On layovers they rented a car to 
go exploring, driving to Jefferson’s home Monticello, along the eastern 
coast visiting museums and art collections, or sitting in on Congressio-
nal hearings. 

Stewardesses were not allowed to wear jewelry in uniform except 
for engagement rings, which came as mixed fortune since stewardesses 
were released from NWA when they married! Rose ended her nine year 
Northwest career as Chief Stewardess, Western Region, at the Seattle 
base, when she and Don were married on Oct. 13, 1951 in Nativity 
Church, St. Paul. She and Don loved entertaining, square dancing, 
international travel, and raising their two kids. Don plied Rose with 
cookbooks, and she became a terrific cook. He would try anything, and 
the two decided whether to keep a recipe. Don’s favorite teasing hom-
age for a particular delicacy was that it was ‘eminently edible.’

Rose loved the symphony, opera and plays, and enjoyed good 
books. She read the Wall Street Journal cover-to-cover daily without 
fail, and was an avid bridge and poker player, passing on many of her 
interests to her children and grandchildren. Rose volunteered as a 
Travelers Aide at the Twin Cities Airport, at the Science Museum of 
Minnesota gift shop, and used her travel experience as a tour guide for 
the American Automobile Association (AAA).

After Don passed away November 2008, Rose moved to South Da-
kota with grace and a positive attitude to be near her daughter, Marian-
na, following the untimely death of her son, Gerry, from brain cancer. 
She was preceded in death by her beloved husband, Donald, devoted 
son, Gerald, brother, Edward, parents, aunts and uncles. She is survived 
by daughter Marianna (Don) Finn, daughter-in-law Theresa Vimr, and 
five grandchildren. 

Rose Myers Vimr, age 91, formerly 
of West St. Paul and Eagan, Minne-
sota, passed away peacefully in Dell 
Rapids, South Dakota at the home of 
her daughter, Marianna on January 24, 
2011. Rose was born Nov. 21, 1919 in 
Lakeville, Minnesota, to Edward and 
Nora (Grady) Myers, and grew up in 
Minnesota. She attended Derham Hall 
Prep School, St. Paul, and graduated 
from the College of St Catherine, St. 
Paul, Minnesota with a B.A. in 1942. 

wanted to see what it looked like at FL350.”
     Floyd was excited to be the first Northwest Airlines 

“line pilot” to qualify in the B-747, and training was 
in the aircraft because Northwest had no 747 simula-
tors. During training a Lear Jet flew in loose formation 
taking photo shots of the new Northwest 747. His first 
Orient flight on the 747 was with an FAA inspector 
onboard to qualify 747s for Northwest’s Asian routes. 
Northwest received an unconditional route qualifica-
tion for the 747 with no limitations or requalification 
required. He was proud of that accomplishment.
     Floyd loved aviation, the people, equipment and 
challenges. He enjoyed working with tools and play-
ing or listening to music. A great prankster, his family 

remembers a fruitless pear tree they had. Floyd got up 
early one morning, placed Bing cherries all over the 
tree and came in shouting, “No wonder we never got 
any pears on that tree; it’s a cherry tree.”  The entire 
family rushed out excitedly to see his discovery. His 
family and friends will miss him dearly. He was an 
inspiration to all who knew him.
     Preceded in death by his mother, Mabel (Beighley); 
his father, Floyd Raymond; his sister Charlotte; his 
daughters, Nancy Louise (Post) and Marilyn Larraine 
(Bell). Survived by his loving wife of 69 years, Ada 
Louise; his children, Elizabeth Jane (Foster), Floyd 
Robert, Frederick Milo; 6 grandchildren; 6 great-
grandchildren.

Rose Vimr
1919 ~ 2011
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Earl S. Lunde, age 86, a retired Northwest Airlines 
Captain “Flew West” for a final check ride peacefully, 
at his home in Bloomington, Minnesota on July 31, 
2010. Earl, a beloved husband, father and grandfather, 
was born to Erik and Emma Lunde on a farm near 
Ellsworth, Wisconsin on September 21, 1923. He grad-
uated from Ellsworth High School in May 1941, just 
six months before the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor. 

In August 1941 Earl went to work for the Boeing 
Aircraft Company in Seattle, Washington, and in Oc-
tober 1941 left Boeing to work for Northwest Airlines 
as a groomer. In June 1942 Earl was assigned to the 
Edmonton, Alberta station as an aircraft mechanic, 
and between October 1942 and May 1943 served as 
an aircraft mechanic at Fort Smith, Fort Simpson, and 
Norman Wells, Canada. Earl served as Chief Mechan-
ic at Fort Nelson, Canada from June 1943 until April 
1944, when he enlisted in the US Navy as a Master 
Mechanic. 

After boot camp he returned to Minnesota in July 
1944 and was assigned to a primary flying field the 
Navy had at Staunton Airfield, near Northfield, Min-
nesota. He was transferred to an Aviation Technical 
School in Norman, Oklahoma in October 1944, and 
reported to NAS Jacksonville, Florida in February 
1945 where he was a station keeper until April 1945 
when he reported for Preflight Training as a Naval 
Aviation Cadet at the University of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina. The war ended before 
Earl finished flight training, and he received an honor-
able discharge from the US Navy in October 1945. 

After discharge from the Navy Earl returned to 
Northwest Airlines and became a Master Mechanic 
at the Minneapolis Base, and in November 1950 was 
assigned as Chief Mechanic at

Washington National Airport, Washington, DC. 
While Earl was in Minneapolis he had met another 
Northwest employee, Corrine Ishol of Philip, South 
Dakota, and they were married in June 1951. He 
checked out as a flight engineer in August 1953, and 
when the opportunity was offered he joined the pilot 
ranks as a first officer in October 1963. Earl checked 
out as a Boeing 727 Captain in July 1968, and after 
his FAA mandated retirement at age 60 as a pilot in 
September 1983, qualified and served as a Boeing 747 
second officer until October 1990 when he retired after 
49 plus years as a Northwest Airlines employee. After 
retirement he and Corrine spent summers in Bloom-

ington, Minnesota, and winters in Sun Lakes, Arizona.
Pilots who flew with Earl considered him a great 

gentleman, and enjoyed knowing and working with 
him. He had an easy manner and was recognized by 
those who worked with him as a professional who 
took his responsibilities seriously. His family will re-
member him always for his kindness, twinkling eyes, 
quick wit, and for his love of family. 

Earl is survived by his loving wife of 59 years, 
Corrine; three children, Sherry, Mary Ann, and Eric; 
grandchildren, Shawna, Kelsey, Kara, Charlie, and 
Grace; and sister, Helen Hove.

Earl Lunde
1923 ~ 2010
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