




















Art Partridge
1937 ~ 2011

Arthur William Partridge, age 73, a retired North-
west Airlines Captain, “Flew West” for a final check
on July 5, 2011. Art died unexpectedly after collaps-
ing on the 4th of July. He had been battling a cancer
recurrence since February, but was holding his own.
It is believed he died due to unrelated causes. Art was
born in St. Paul, Minnesota on December 5, 1937 to
Alfred and Jean Norwood Partridge. He attended St.
Paul Academy and graduated from Harvard College
in 1959. At Harvard, Arthur was a member of the
Harvard Lampoon, and he always kept his sense of
humour and the outrageous.

Art was in Air Force ROTC while at Harvard, and
after graduation received his commission and joined
U.S. Air Force Pilot Training Class 61-D in 1959.
After receiving his “Wings” Art’s first duty station
was Cape Cod, Massachusetts, where he became a
plane commander on C-121 Lockheed Constellation’s
(“Connies”), flying early warning radar missions
over the Atlantic. He was in the air at the time of the
Cuban missile crisis and his wife Jane remembers
him talking about President Kennedy’s speech, and
seeing the huge Russian fleet below him near Cuba.
After a tour of duty at Cape Cod, he was sent early
on to DaNang, South Vietnam, flying C123’s from
1963 to 1964. Art met Jane St.Ledger from Louisville,
Kentucky while both were at Harvard, and she was in

h

school at Cambridge while he was in Vietnam. When
Art returned from Vietnam in August 1964 they were
married, and Art’s new duty station was in Waco,
Texas.

When his Air Force commitment was up Art and
Jane moved back to St.Paul, Minnesota, and Art’s
initial hire date at NWA was February 1, 1966 as
Assistant to Vice President of Flight Operations Ben
Griggs. Over the next year Art realized he was not
where he wanted to be, nor doing what he wanted to
do, and he joined the Northwest pilot ranks on April
27, 1967. Art and Jane built a house in Chanhassen,
Minnesota in the 70’s, and soon after a developer
came up with a plan to chop the land around them
up into little lots. Art didn’t think much of the idea,
so he got involved in Chanhassen city politics. He
became chairman of the Chanhassen Planning Com-
mission for some years, and because he needed to be
around for meetings most of the time, he flew do-
mestic trips. Jane worked in the Excelsior Minnesota
Library, and she and Art had sailboats for years on
Lake Minnetonka. Art was always based in Minne-
sota, and after initial checkout as a Boeing 707 second
officer he flew the Boeing 727, 757 and the DC-10.

He had about 25,000 hours in his logbook when he
retired at age 60 on December 5,1997. After he retired,
a big treat for Art was to take car trips to see all the
stuff he had never seen close up in “flyover” land. He
was disappointed when Harvard dropped the ROTC
program in the 1970’s because of all the antiwar senti-
ment and protests on campus. Art was a big supporter
of getting ROTC back into Harvard, and when he

and Jane went to Art’s 50th Harvard reunion in 2009,
Harvard had just reinstated the ROTC program. Art
was very pleased, for he was proud of his U.S. Air
Force service.

Art and Jane bought a second home on the Oregon
coast in 1988, and in 2000 they moved to Portland,
Oregon where he was active with People For Librar-
ies, and a board member of Cedar Mill Community
Library. He became a Royal Rosarian in 2009. In
Portland, the Rosarians are the “official greeters for
the city” and Art was having a blast with the “pomp
& circumstance.” He took part in all the Rose Festival
parades and events this past June, without suspecting
the cancer recurrence. Arthur is survived by his wife
of 47 years Jane, and sister Lilian Partridge Young.

— Vic Britt
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mbership Application
and

ange of Address Form

{NAME DCHANGE: This is a change
{SPOUSE’S NAME of address or status only

{ PERMANENT MAILING ADDRESS

STREET |:| REGULAR (NR) $35

Pilots: Retired NWA,

post-merger retired Delta,

STATE ][Z|P+4 ][PHONE

or Active Delta

Leave this blank if you do not wish to receive RNPA email news. (See note)

]
]
J MEMBERSHIP TYPE
J
J
]
] [ ]  AFFILIATE (aF) $25

Spouse or widow of RNPA

member, pre-merger Delta

retired pilots, other NWA or

Delta employees, a friend, or a
pilot from another airline

STATE ][2|P+4 ][PHONE PAYMENT
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:
“RNPA”
[DATE OF BIRTH (Optional for affiliate member) AND MAIL TO:
Retired NWA Pilots’ Assn.
DATE OF FIRST EMPLOYMENT WITH [] NWA [J DELTA AS: Dino Oliva
AN EMPLOYEE ]_[A PILOT 3701 Bayou Louise Lane
Sarasota FL 34242-1105
DATE OF RETIREMENT FROM [INWA [JDELTA AS:
AN EMPLOYEE |APiLOT | MAILING NOTES
IF CURRENTLY EMPLOYED BY DELTA INDICATE: U. S. POSTAL SERVICE: We are
BASE ][POSITION unable to change mailing agdresses
seasonally. Instead, Contrails and all
other mail is sent First Class to your
[IF RETIRED, WAS IT “NORMAL” (Age 60/65 for pilots)? YES ____ _ ] permanent mailing address, which
- provides for forwarding, unlike our
[IF NOT, INDICATE TYPE OF RETIREMANT: MEDICAL ___ EARLY ___ RESIGNED ___ ] previous mailing system. If desired,
[APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF HOURS LOGGED ] please arrange forwarding through

AIRLINE AIRCRAFT TYPES FLOWN AS PILOT

the U. S. Postal Service.

*EMAIL NOTE: To protect email ad-

dresses they are published only on

department, positions held, and other relevant info:

REMARKS: Affiliates please include information as to profession, employer,

the RNPA website (www.rnpa.org),
which is password protected. You
must send any future change to Phil
Hallin:

RNPAnews@bhi.com
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Doug Parrott wins the Contemporary Outstanding
Cessna 310 at Airventure Oshkosh 2011 (Page 12)



