





through customs with it several times.

Jim was an active member of the American Le-
gion, VEW, two Rotary groups of St. Cloud, Minnesota
where his family lived for many years. Jim and Jackie
had three very active 4-H members, Kristie, Craig and
Dawn, and he enjoyed teaching
gun safety and wood working
classes to all of the 4-H members,
including his children. He loved
outdoor activities, especially
hunting big game, golf, NAS-

CAR, and 4 wheeling. Jim and
Jackie were married for forty-
seven years, wintering in Surprise,
Arizona and spending summers
at Mission lake near Merrifield,
Minnesota. Jim spent much of his
life in active involvement with his
family, and often all the families
came home on weekends. Their
six grandchildren were the apple
of his eye. Jim and Jackie traveled
extensively on land tours, cruises,
and an unforgettable, exciting
mule safari in Switzerland. His
favorite cruise was to Antarctica.
Jim’s remains were interred at
Mission Cemetery near their lake
home before a planned celebra-
tion of his life. Jackie’s bother -in
-law brought his tractor with auger
to the cemetery and drilled the
hole for Jim’s ashes. His family

h

was all there, and after the ashes were put in place each
family member put a shovel of dirt in the hole. Jim’s
two year old granddaughter was first, and Jackie was
last. The weather was beautiful and Jim would have
loved the entire service, as he was an outdoors man.
The celebration of Jim’s life was held on July 6, 2011

at their Mission Lake home, in the front yard by the
lake. Military honors were held with a 21 gun salute.
Over 300 friends and relatives attended, that was a real
honor and Jim would have been pleased.. Although he
was a quiet man, Jim O’Reilly had a marvelous sense
of humor that will be missed by his family and many
friends.

Jim is survived by wife Jackie, the love of his life;
daughter Kristie Cencer (Kevin); son Craig O'Reilly
(Jody); daughter Dawn Drayna (Todd); and grandchil-
dren Benjamin, Nicholas, Reilly, Lainey, Kaelyn, and
Kennedy.

- Donnis Bergman
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John Hansen
1934 ~ 2011

John Lyle Hansen, age 77 of Bellevue, Washington
and Polson, Montana unexpectedly “Flew West” from
his home on Flathead Lake in Montana, on Septem-
ber 17, 2011. John was born March 13, 1934 in Great
Falls, Montana where he was active

in sports, primarily hunting, fishing,
skiing and playing football for Great
Falls High School where he graduated
in 1953. He joined the Montana Air
National Guard after graduation from
high school, and after his first year at
the University of Montana John was
selected to attend US Air Force Flight
School for pilot training.

During Air Force flight training
John flew the Lockeed T-33, a two-seat
version of the USAF’s first operational
jet fighter, the F-80 “Shooting Star”
After receiving his USAF pilot wings,
John qualified in the North Ameri-
can F-86 “Sabre,” and was assigned to
Montana Air National Guard’s 186th Fighter Squadron,
based at Gore Field in Great Falls, Montana. The 186th
was the first Air National Guard unit to receive the
F-86, along with the task of providing aerial combat

' HANGBN, JOHN®L, -
1st Lt, AO 3058609
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capability for our nation’s air defense system. In 1955
the 186th was the first Air Guard unit to transition
into the Northrop F-89C “Scorpion’, which provided
an all weather fighter-interceptor capability for Amer-
ica’s air defense. John flew weekends while he finished
getting his Bachelor’s Degree in Education, and in
1957 he met and married Patricia Firth from Seattle
and started a family.

After John’s graduation from the University of
Montana in 1959, the family returned to Great Falls
where John taught grade school for two years, and
two years of junior high. All the while John was flying
evenings and weekends with the Montana Air Guard.
With two very young boys and two foster children,
‘Dad’ needed to have one job and more time at home.
By then, he knew his true loves were family and flying.
So John went full time with the Air Guard, flying Alert
Missions when relations with the USSR were touchy.

In the summer of 1966, at age 32, John joined
Northwest Airlines as a pilot. His first check out at
Northwest was as a second officer on the Boeing 707.
During his career at Northwest John flew the Boeing
727, Douglas DC10 and finally the Boeing 747. He
enjoyed traveling the world and working with great
crews. Northwest pilots who worked with John Han-
sen remember him as a professional pilot who came to
work prepared, and as one of the “good guys.” He was
pleasant, friendly, courteous, and con-

siderate of his fellow crew members. It
was a sad day for John when after 28
years he had to retire due to a painful
back condition.

John and Pat’s friends and their
children fondly remember times at
the Lake, and being treated by them as

“family” and as one of their own. One
of their children’s friends expressed the
thought, “You all should be very proud
of the man your husband and Dad is.
What a sweet man.” He had a big smile
for all. They thought of him as a good
friend, a fine and gracious person who
will not be forgotten.

John was preceded in death by a
son Eric Alan, age 14 months and grandson Tim “TJ”
Philio, age 20. Survivors include Pat, his wife of 54
years; two sons David and Paul; and daughter Heidi
Philio; six grandchildren and four sisters. — Vic Britt
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engine mechanic, and held “a fistful” of instructor rat-
ings. He took work in St. Louis with the Army Aero-
nautical Chart Services as jobs in his field were scarce
due to post-war engineers being a dime-a-dozen.

Bill met Ann, his wife, in St. Louis, and shortly
thereafter learned of an airline in Minnesota that was
hiring mechanics. Bill hired on with NWA and moved
to Minneapolis in March 1948. In April, Ann stepped
off the train in Minneapolis, married Bill, and off Bill
went to his job as a night shift mechanic. Thus began a
63-year marriage to Ann and a 42-year love affair with
Northwest Airlines.

Bill’s early years with NWA were spent as me-
chanic, overhaul inspector and electrical / powerplant
instructor. In 1949 he answered NWA's call for bids as
Flight Engineers. In 1964, Bill checked out as Co-pilot,
and in 1968 made the transition to captain. In 1984, at
the age of 60, Bill retired from the captain’s seat of the
747. Bill continued to fly for the next five years as a 747
Flight Engineer. Bill loved flying, all things mechani-
cal, woodworking, traveling, wintering in Key Largo
and most of all his family.

Bill is survived by his wife, Ann; daughters Cindy
(Ken), Marcia (Chris); grandchildren Kim (Lehi), Beth
(Jeff), Brian, Brett, Scott; great-grandchildren Chloe
11 and Will; two nieces and two grand-nieces. Memo-

Bill” Roberts rial services were held in Minneapolis at Lake Harriet
1924 ~ 2011 Christian Church on Friday, November 25, 2011 with
interment at Fort Snelling National Cemetery.
- Donnis Bergman

William P. “Bill” Roberts, Jr., age 87,
caught his last flight out and “Flew
West” at 5:00pm on Sunday, October
23,2011. Bill was born on October 16,
1924 in Lexington, KY. At age 10, the
family moved to Elizabethtown, KY,
where Bill graduated from high school.
Bill then moved to Illinois to attend
Parks Air College (now part of St.
Louis University). He was a member
of Phi Alpha Chi, the oldest aviation
fraternity in the world.

A month shy of graduating, Bill
joined the Navy and spent his service
time on Guam. When discharged, Bill
returned to Parks Air College, graduat-
ing with a degree in aeronautical engi-
neering. He was a certified aircraft and
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“Dick” Turner
1941 ~ 2010

Richard S. “Dick” Turner, age 69, a retired North-
west Airlines Captain, “Flew West” for a final check
on December 20, 2010. He was born in Boston, Mas-
sachusetts, on June 15, 1941, spent his early years in
Albany, NY, and later moved to Needham, Massachu-
setts where he graduated from high school. He studied
at the University of Massachusetts before joining the
US Navy as a Naval Aviation Cadet (NAVCAD) and
reporting to the Naval Aviation School of Pre-Flight
at Pensacola, Florida. He received his Naval Aviator’s
wings and commission as an Ensign in 1962, and got
orders for Naval Justice School which took him back
near Boston and home, where he met his future wife,
Evelyn (Evie). Dick and Evie were married in June
1964.

After Justice School DicK’s orders took him to VA-
44 the A4 “Skyhawk” training squadron at Cecil Field,
NAS Jacksonville, Florida, and to VA-36 “Roadrunners”
(“Hotrodus Supersonicus”) a fabled A4C squadron
at Cecil Field. Dick served with distinction on three
cruises, joining VA-36 on board the USS Saratoga
for his first Med cruise in 1965. After Saratoga’s Med
cruise, and a short two months at home, the first of
two combat cruises took VA-36 to Vietnam aboard the
USS Enterprise CVAN 65.

The Enterprise left Norfolk, Virginia on October 26,
1965, sailed around Africa to Subic Bay and conducted
combat ops on Dixie Station in the South China Sea
off the coast of Vietnam on December 2, 1965, the first

time a nuclear powered ship had engaged
in combat. The strikes were promoted
as “Nuclear Power at War” and the
Enterprise lost four F-4B “Phantom’s”
that day (only one to combat). The
“Roadrunners” first ALPHA strike
oftf “Yankee Station” on Dec. 22nd
targeted the Haiphong power plant.
After completing a second combat
cruise Enterprise left the line, return-
ing to Alameda, California June 21,
1966. During combat ops squadron person-
nel were awarded over 170 Air Medals. Four VA-36
aircraft were lost to enemy fire: Two pilots ejected and
were recovered, and two pilots ejected and were cap-
tured and made prisoners of war.

In late May 1967, VA-36 embarked on USS Amer-
ica CVA 66 and was on station during the Middle East
War between Israel, Egypt and Syria. Units of Amer-
ica’s carrier air wing group were launched to provide
air cover for USS Liberty AGTR 5, when it came under
attack by Israeli forces. Don Dollar said, “In our squad-
ron and around the ship, Dick was known for his tech-
nical expertise in photography and sound systems. It
was the height of “Beatlemania” and all looked to Dick
for his expertise in replay and sound systems, known
as “Gear,” and Dick had the ultimate gear.

So, one day Dick was approaching the Enterprise
with a hung 2000 pound bomb, a very tense situa-
tion. But it didn’t prevent “Bear” and me from asking

“Bull:” If you don't survive the approach, can we have
your Akai tape deck and share your “ultimate” gear?”
(Humor at times of stress helped us to get through
it.) “Bull’s” comment to us was, “You guys cut that
crap out.” Always the ultimate professional, he made
it aboard without incident. Dick “Bull” Turner and his
flight leader and “roomie” Ted “Bear” Langworthy had
their “going away” party together in Athens, Greece in
late July 1967.

Discharged from the Navy in 1967, he began his
career at Northwest Airlines and progressed from
a second officer on the Boeing 707, to the 727, 757,
DC10, and 747 and 747-400, on which he was a cap-
tain when he retired in 1996.

Throughout his career at Northwest Dick was
vitally interested and involved in the Air Line Pilots
Association (ALPA). He served on several committees
and was elected co-pilot representative for NWA ALPA
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Council One, where his booming voice and stern de-
meanor worked to the pilot’s advantage in negotiations.
Tom Beedem was his highly valued mentor and very
close friend, and during his most active involvement in
ALPA activities, he came to know, admire, and become
good friends with many fellow pilots. During the
merger negotiations with Republic Airlines, he filmed
and edited a video of flight operations in the USA and
Asia, which was used to support those negotiations.
DicKk’s abiding love of photography resulted in his be-
ing the unofficial and official photographer at many
airline and ALPA gatherings.

Dick and Evie moved from their longtime home
in Minneapolis, Minnesota to Punta Gorda, Florida,
in 1991, and in 1997 established a seasonal home in
East Boothbay, Maine where friends and family loved

to gather. After retirement, Dick pursued his love of

photography, boating, travel, woodworking and baking.

Homemade cinnamon buns were one of his special-
ties and they were devoured with great pleasure by
children, grandchildren, and friends alike! He served
actively in his church and showered love on his family.
His laughter and his grin could overfill a room, and his
stories were renowned. His dynamic presence, love of
life and people, graced the lives of all who knew him.

He is survived by his wife, Evie; sister, Betsy Sig-
man of Ft. Myers, FL and Boothbay Harbor, Maine;
children, Deborah (Dave) Mascorro of San Antonio,
TX, Richard Jr. (Lesa) of Seattle, WA, and Douglas (Ju-
lie) of Jacksonville, FL; grandchildren, Joshua, Hannah
and Matthew Mascorro and Ryan and Allie Turner.

- Vic Britt

Virginia Carow, age
90, a longtime RNPA
associate member,
passed away October
24,2011 at her Bel-
mont, California home
of 35 years. Virginia
was the daughter of a
Naval Officer, and her
life became intertwined
with aviation when

she married aviator
Arnold Carow before
the outbreak of World
War Two. Arnold, born
in 1918, had worked
after school hours at
the Long Beach Airport
washing small planes to pay for his pilot training. He
finished high school in 1935, and later graduated from
the Boeing School of Aeronautics in Alameda with an
Airplane and Engine Mechanics License. On Decem-
ber 7, 1941, when the Japanese Navy attacked Pearl
Harbor, Virginia and Arnold were living in Southern
California.

Arnold had been flying large Boeing airplanes, and
the US Government feared the next Japanese targets
might be the aircraft works of Southern California.
Arnold and other civilian pilots answered a call to
volunteer to fly new Army Air Force planes from the

Virginia Carow
1921 ~ 2011

aircraft factories to inland airfields to scatter them
away from the coast. In June 1942, the Army Air Force
asked some of the civilian pilots to volunteer to deliver
aircraft from the factories to military units overseas.
After only two weeks of military training, Arnold was
commissioned as Second Lieutenant in the Army Air
Corps, and received a promotion to Captain before the
war ended.

After the war Arnold became President of the Mo-
tion Picture Pilots Association and joined the Screen
Actors Guild. He and Virginia attended strike meetings
run by Ronald Reagan, President of the Screen Actors
Guild, who presided over the longest strike at the time
in the Screen Actors Guild. Virginia remembered How-
ard Hughes picking Arnold up at their house one day
and driving him to the desert, where the Government
was selling surplus military airplanes cheap.

In 1946 Jimmy Stewart, Leland Hayward and some
other movie people got permission from the Civil
Aeronautics Board to start a local airline in California.
They named the new airline Southwest Airways, (not
the present Southwest Airlines), and Arnold Carow
flew as Captain from the first day of the airline’s opera-
tion. He was a Captain with the airline for 32 years un-
til reaching age 60 mandatory retirement, as Southwest
Airways through name changes and mergers became
Pacific, Air West and Hughes Air West. Arnold flew the
DC-3, Martin 404, Fokker F-27, DC-9, Boeing 727, and
the Boeing 737 before his retirement in 1978.

Virginia loved sailing and cruising. Arnold and
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Virginia got their first boat in 1940 and their last one
in 1983, a new 47 ft motor-sailor from Finland. She
and Arnold sailed Finlandia for 18 years up and down
the west coast and into Mexico, as members of the
Coyote Point and St. Francis Yacht Clubs. She loved
to travel, and she and Arnold flew all over the world
in retirement. Virginia also enjoyed being a member
of various women’s groups, serving as a Regent of the
Los Altos DAR, Foster City Newcomers, Par Avance,
Questers (an international organization), and served

four years as treasurer of the Hillsborough Museum
Society Auxiliary.

Virginia and Arnold Carow were married for over
61 years before his death on August 10, 2001. Vir-
ginia scattered Arnold’s ashes outside San Francisco’s
Golden Gate Bridge on September 11, 2001, a day no
American will ever forget. Virginia was 90 years old
when she died, and is survived by her son Don Carow
and daughter Chrysteen.

- Vic Britt
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John Blais
1945 ~ 2011

John Raymond Blais, age 66, a retired Northwest
Airlines pilot of Longyville, Minnesota “Flew West”

for a final check on Saturday, December 17, 2011 at
Golden Living Center in Walker, Minnesota. John was
born October 1, 1945 in Grand Rapids, Minnesota

to Anthony and Lucienne (Pouliot) Blais. He grew up
and attended school in Remer, Minnesota, graduating
from Remer High School in 1963.

John went to St. John’s University and took flying
lessons after high school. Northwest Airlines hired
John as a pilot in 1966 when he was twenty-one years
old, and four years later he was drafted into the US
Army. John returned to Northwest following his mili-
tary service, and flew as a pilot for 38 years, having the
distinction of logging the most pilot hours in a Boeing
747 in the history of Northwest Airlines. His favorite
flight was to Tokyo's Narita airport, but he flew world-
wide, and loved to make new friends and find new
places to eat, especially in Bangkok, Thailand. John’s
laugh was infectious, and everyone he met felt warmed
by his smile. He proudly volunteered to serve as main
pilot on one the first flights of troops to Iraq. John’s
fellow crewmembers said that he made long flights
seem shorter with interesting conversation and humor,
always did a professional job, and was an asset to the
flight. Pilots whom John had flown with always looked
forward to working with him again. John retired from
Northwest Airlines in 2004 and moved “north” to
Longville, Minnesota where he continued to fly his

own airplane, and looked forward to making flying
trips to his cabin in Canada.

John enjoyed hunting and fishing during his
retirement years, and his friends will remember him as
talented, humorous, pleasant, and very knowledgeable
about hunting and fishing. John’s neighbors, Corey
and Cassie Chizick, will miss catching Monster Lake
Trout with him, his favorite prey. He was a member,
and served on the board of the Minnesota Deer Hunt-
ers Association. John Blais was an independent and in-
telligent man who always had time to share his lifetime
of experiences over coffee with friends.

John’s friends admired his courage and strength
as he faced the final days of battle with his cancer. He
prepared them for his departure in a letter with these
sentiments:

“December 4, 2011, It gives me great pride to have
worked for NWA for 38 years, and met and worked
with such a great group of people. Thanks for doing
such a great job at RNPA. I will treasure the memo-
ries forever! To all my wonderful friends, I need to
tell you the news of my present situation. I'm out of
time. On Friday I moved to a nursing home, and
will live my remaining time here. Tomorrow, I will
arrange my hospice. My time remaining is quite short
now. I'm sorry to deliver this bad news so suddenly,
but the changes have been so rapid. I truly treasure
the friendships we have had over many years now.
You have all been truly wonderful friends, and I shall
treasure those memories forever. God bless you all!
Thank you to each one of you! Good bye everyone...”

John is survived by sister’s-in-law Kay and Mari-
lyn Blais, nephews Mark, Scott, David, and John Blais;
Niece Sue Klaus, and good friends Alan Weaver and
Rosalie Letson. John’s parents and his brothers Bob
and Phillip preceded him. - Vic Britt
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