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“Pete” Patzke
1925 2012

Henry Vennemann “Pete” Patzke, age 87, a longtime
employee of Northwest Airlines, former President and
Chairman of the Board of Northwest Airlines Federal
Credit Union, and instrumental in formation of the
Northwest Airlines History Centre, died on October
20, 2012, the 10th anniversary of the History Centre.
Pete was born at his family home in White Bear Lake,
Minnesota on August 29, 1925 to Joseph B. and Rosalie
(Vennemann) Patzke. He grew up in St. Paul, Minneso-
ta attending St. Mark’s parish, Nazareth Hall, St. Agnes,
and the College of St. Thomas.

Pete joined the US Army in WW II and was
trained as a Medic. In January 1944 he was a ship’s
Medic on a U.S. Army ship supporting troops that
landed on the beach at Anzio, Italy. After discharge
in 1946, he returned to St. Paul and took a “temporary
90 day position” at Northwest Airlines, taking a pas-
senger survey. He went on to the St. Paul Overhaul
base, Property Records, Flight Crew Paymaster, Flight
Operations Scheduling, and to the Northwest Airlines
Credit Union, retiring from Northwest in 1977. His

“temporary” job had lasted thirty-one years, and he was

connected with the NWACU almost from its inception.

In the early years the NWA Credit Union was a branch
of the Airline. Pete was Treasurer for many years, and

a member of the Board of Directors for almost twenty
years. Pete’s daughter Liz remembered: “Dad said “Don
Nyrop was the most impressive of all the executives he
had ever met or known, and Don Nyrop never bought
a plane he could not pay for with cash.”

When Pete retired from Northwest Airlines he
accepted a position as vice-president at the Summit
Bank of Richfield, and resigned as a Board Member
of the NWACU. He later left the Summit Bank, and
the NWACU Board asked Pete to rejoin the NWACU
Board. Pete agreed to return to the Board in 1990 and
remained there for the next nine years until he retired
for good in 1999. At retirement Pete was President and
Chairman of the Board of Northwest Airlines Federal
Credit Union, now Wings Financial.

Pete was instrumental in realizing the long ago
dream of a NWA Museum. He said the first time
he heard an NWA Museum discussed was in the
old “University Avenue GO” in the 1950’s. There was
no money, no space, and no building to put one in,
but several thought it was a good idea. The idea lay
dormant for almost 40 years until Pete had a meet-
ing with other NWA employees with an interest in a
Museum after he retired. Pete opened an account, put
$500 in it, and hired an attorney to draw up papers
for a non-profit NWA History Centre. The NWACU
Board offered temporary space in the basement of its
Headquarters on 34th Avenue South, and the History
Centre opened on October 7, 2002. It is still there, and
the first board of directors consisted of Pete Patzke
President and treasurer, travel agency executive Hay
Harrington vice-president, credit union officer Jerry
Nielsen secretary, active pilot Dru Dunwoody and
former NWA flight steward and public relations rep-
resentative Bob Johnson. Volunteer NWA retirees and
former employees staff the History Centre, a “labor of
love” by a loyal group of dedicated former Northwest
Airlines Employees. NWA donated many items before
the Delta “merger”, and after the Delta “buyout” Delta
Airlines donated many important and interesting ex-
hibits to the History Centre.

A member of the Mahtomedi Lions, St. Jude of
the Lake, and past mayor of Mahtomedi. Pete was
devastated by the loss of his son Gregory in 1997. He
is survived by his wife of 60 years Dolores (Schesel),
daughter Liz (Chuck), grandchildren JP (Megan),
Sarah (Jake) and Steve. Pete was also blessed with two
great-grandchildren, Henry and Aurora. (- Vic Britt)
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“Jim” McLaughlin
1932 ~ 2012

James L. “Jim” McLaughlin, age 79, a retired North-
west Airlines Captain of Burnsville, Minnesota, “Flew
West” peacefully at home in the early hours of Saturday
June 9, 2012.

“And God’s Finger Touched Him and He Slept”

Jim had battled courageously against Chronic Lym-
phocytic Leukemia, and then Lymphoma for twelve
years.

Jim was born in Mankato, Minnesota in 1932 and
graduated from Mankato High School in 1950. He
attended the University of Minnesota from 1950 to
1954, and graduated with a degree in Fish and Wildlife
Management. Towards the end of his senior year of
college, he met a Navy recruiter who asked him what
he was going to do after graduation? He stated that he
would probably be drafted into the Army. The recruiter
asked Jim if he would like to go up for a plane ride,
and he said yes, and thoroughly enjoyed the ride. The
recruiter told him he should join the Navy, as it would
be much better than the Army. But Jim wanted to get
a job with the DNR, and flying had not been on his
agenda. Just before graduation the recruiter called
again and asked Jim to come out for another plane
ride. Up he went again, and afterwards decided that he
would join the Navy and become a Naval Aviator.

Jim joined the U.S. Navy’s Aviation Officer Can-
didate program the summer of 1954 and reported to
NAS Pensacola for Pre-Flight Training. After gradua-
tion from Pre-Flight and flight training, he was com-
missioned as an Ensign and received his Naval Aviator

Wings in Corpus Christi, Texas. He reported to the
fleet and joined the VA-125 “Rough Raiders” in 1956,
where he flew the Douglas AD-7 Skyraider (“Spad”)
aboard the USS LEXINGTON (CV-16). He served a
total of 12 years between active duty and the reserves,
and left the Navy as a Lieutenant Commander.

In February1958 Jim began his over thirty-four-
year career with Northwest Airlines, retiring as a
Boeing 747 Captain in 1992. It was not the career Jim
thought he would have with the DNR, but the hours
and pay were much better. He flew as a first officer on
several aircraft before promotion to Boeing 727 Cap-
tain in 1966. He held airline transport ratings for the
DC-6, DC-7, DC-10, B-727 and B-747, Multi-engine
land and Commercial-single engine land, Flight
Engineer-Reciprocal and Turbo Power.

Jim was a member of ALPA, MASAC, RNPA and
the ALPA Noise Abatement Committee. He served as
Chairman of the ALPA Noise Abatement Committee
in1978. Jim logged 1650 hours in Military aircraft, 36
hours in light single-engine aircraft, and 18,062 hours
commercial flight time, and flew Craft Flights during
Operation Desert Shield. Jim enjoyed his long career
with Northwest Airlines and formed many lifelong
friendships with both pilots and flight attendants. He
was able to travel the world and get paid to do so at
the same time. After retirement, he enjoyed nearly 20
more years of summers spent at the family’s cabin on
Roosevelt Lake, where he liked to fish and play golf.

Jim is survived by Diane, his wife of over 36 years,
and by sons David (Wendy, step-daughter, Donna),
Steven, Kevin, and Mark (Stephanie), and sister Marcia
Chalgren.

The family thanks everyone for their cards, emails,
thoughts and support after Jim's passing. (- Vic Britt)
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“Hal” Balin
1931 ~ 2012

Harold Edward “Hal” Balin, age 81, a retired North-
west Airlines Captain departed on his final flight head-
ing “West” for the last roundup of his life. Hal passed
peacefully of natural causes on his boat with wife
Nancy and dog Juli, Monday August 27, 2012 in Ana-
cortes, Washington. Harold Edward (Hesser) Balin was
born March 9, 1931 in Los Angles County, California,
to Edward A. Hesser and Ethel Belle Young. His father
died in 1934 at an early age and Hal and his mother
moved from New Mexico to Klamath Falls, Oregon.
Ethel married Otto Balin, a prominent rancher and
Hal was adopted by Otto, and the family resided on the
Balin Ranch. Hal attended Henley High School, gradu-
ating in 1949 as an accomplished athlete. He moved to
Corvallis to attend Oregon State College, graduating in
1953 with a degree in Agriculture Engineering. While
in college Hal met Joan Louise Paine (Staunton), and
they married in 1954 in Junction City, Oregon and had
3 children, Deborah (Debbie), Kirk, and Scott Balin.

While in college Hal was a member of the Delta Up-
silon Fraternity and the Air Force ROTC. Upon gradu-
ation he was commissioned as a 2nd Lt. in the United
States Air Force and stationed at Kirkland Air force
Base, New Mexico for pilot training. After completing
pilot training he flew at Eniwetok Atoll, in the Marshall
Islands during nuclear tests. Upon his release from the
Air force in 1957, Hal became a pilot for Northwest
Airlines and retired as a Captain after 34 years, flying
many aircraft including DC-3s Boeing 707s, 747s and
the DC-10. He retired from Northwest and commer-
cial flying in 1991, but continued his love of flying up
to his death in his favorite aircraft a Beechcraft “V” tail
Bonanza. On September 9, 1991 Hal married Nancy
McManus from Sacramento, Calif.

Northwest pilot friends remembered the good
times: Dave Hall: Started at NWA in the same class
in 1957, a friend, a great pilot... always trained to-
gether. Doug Fee: Flew with a lot of good guys over
35 years... Hal was a real standout... fine aviator and
great gentleman. Jay Jorgensen: Flew with Hal on many
occasions, enjoyed each and every time. Doug Par-
rott: Hal was a Spokane Base veteran... enjoyed having
Hal as a co-pilot... fun discussing ranching with Hal,
Oregon vs Montana. Milt Eitreim: Met Hal in 1958 at
Spokane base... good guy and good pilot... we shared
a love of rural living. Jack Herbst: I respected no man
more for his flying talents or his warm friendship.
Harry Bedrossian: One of a kind. All pilots knew he
was a solid citizen you could depend on... man of his
word... someone you could count on in bad situations.
Pat Donlan: Great guy to fly with... great stories about
the nuclear tests at Eniwetok Atoll. Vic Allen: One of
the finest Pilots I ever flew with, and a great gentle-
man. Charlie Huffaker: joined Hal and Nance on their
Bayliner in 1996 for a ten-week cruise of the “Inside
Passage” to Alaska, and they were “friends forever.”

Bill Huff and Hal were best friends and loved play-
ing pranks on each other. Both had Beechcraft “V” tail
Bonanza’s and loved to fly their planes. Every March
for Hal’s birthday Bill would ride Amtrack to Klamath
Falls, and Hal would ride to Eugene to meet him. They
then rode to Klamath Falls together, entertaining those
around them with great tales of flying and fishing, and
time spent on the ranch. Bill flew to Klamath for the
funeral in his Bonanza, and coordinated a missing man
flyover as Hal was laid to rest with military honors, in a
beautiful spot looking out over the ranch.

B

RNPA CONTRAILS | FEBRUARY 2013

59



grandchildren. (- Vic Britt)

Hal loved to fly, and although he flew many places around the
world during his military and airline career his roots were always
planted in the beauty of the Klamath Basin on the family ranch.
The Balin ranch was recently recognized as a Century Ranch, and
will be continued on by son Scott Balin. Hal will be missed by
many who loved him and his spirited demeanor. Hal treasured his
heritage of ranching and loved to listen to the old cowboy ballads
of The Sons of the Pioneers. We know he would say: “So long ole
pals its time your tears are dry, I'm heading for the last roundup.”
Hal is survived by his wife Nancy Balin: Daughter Debbie Heim;
Sons Kirk and Scott Balin; Eight grandchildren and five great

“Cy” Cole
1914 ~ 2012

Cyrus John ‘Cy’ Cole, age 97, a retired Northwest
Airlines Captain of Silverdale, Washington, “Flew
West” for a final check on Monday, December 2,
2012. Cyrus was born in Cataldo, Idaho on Decem-
ber 27, 1914, a son to Astoria and Arthur Cole. On
March 11, 1940, Cryus and Viola Penhallick married
and lived in Spokane, Washington where their three
children were born: Billy, Charyl, and Charlene. The
family moved to Seattle in 1949 and built a home
in Normandy Park in 1950. In 1968, Cy married
Helen Collier and they lived together in the house
in Normandy Park until 2005, when they moved
to Silverdale. Helen and Cy first met at Felts Field,
Spokane, Washington in early 1944. He was her first
flight instructor.

Cy had started his flying career as a flight instruc-
tor at Felts Field in Spokane, Washington, before
Northwest Airlines hired him as a pilot on July 1,

h

1944. Cyrus flew everything from DC-3’s to Boeing
747’s at Northwest, and retired after a thirty-year career
in 1974. Pilot’s at Northwest held Cy in high regard

and expressed their thoughts in the on-line GuestBook:
Doug Parrott; One of my favorite Captains in the DC-3
and DC-4 across Montana... A great Check Pilot...
you always learned a lot... wonderful DC-4 trips into
Sheyma... always a challenge and he handled it well.
We became very good friends. He sponsored me in
QBss... all who knew Cy will miss him. Clint Viebrock;
I knew him as a gentleman, and feel a loss as each of
these pioneers takes that flight West... proud to have
known Cy Cole. Gary McGahuey; Flew with Cy early
in my career in 1968... truly a gentleman and a good
pilot. On a B-707 flight from Seattle to Tokyo he talked
to his daughter on Kodiak Island, Alaska, something I
never forgot... a second officer, he treated me great. I'm
sure he did everyone. I'll miss him. Dot Thrall; Lyle, my
husband, is in a nursing rehab residence... told of Cy’s
passing he remembered Cy as one fine pilot and a fine
gentleman. As a former stewardess, I remember Cy the
same way, always a fine gentleman. Cy was a long time
member of the Quiet Birdmen Association, the Lunch
Bunch, and the Retired Northwest Pilots Association,
RNPA.

Cy’s s son Billy Cole was also a Northwest Airlines
747 Captain. Billy died much too soon after retirement
on March 16, 2006. Cy is survived by Helen his wife;
Children Charyl (Leland) and Charlene; daughter in law
Judy Cole; 9 grandchildren and 14 great-grandchildren.
He has “Gone West” now and will be sorely missed,
but remembered as a person whose door was always
open to family and friends. Oh Dad, you will be dearly
missed. May you rest in eternal peace. (- Vic Britt)
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Michael Harron
1940 ~ 2012

Michael O. Harron, age 72, a retired Northwest
Airlines Captain and resident of Dunwoody, Georgia,
“Flew West” for a final check on September 21, 2012
in Grady Memorial Hospital, Atlanta, as a result of

injuries sustained in a fall at a grandson’s football game.

Mike was born on April 12th, 1940, in Toledo, Ohio
and was co-captain of the St. Francis de Sales basket-
ball and football teams his junior and senior years,
captain of the golf team his junior and senior years,
president of his junior and senior classes, and salutato-
rian of his 1958 graduating class. Francis X. Gorman,
a retired judge said: “He was my best friend in high
school, and set the standard for everybody who came
after him at St. Francis. He was my hero.” Mike Mc-
Carthy, another high school friend said: “Mike never
changed as he aged, and remained just like the guy
we admired at St. Francis de Salle, smart, athletic and
popular;” and that “Mike’s greatest legacy is the fam-
ily of which he was so proud.” Mike learned before his
death that he was to be inducted into the St. Francis
hall of fame, and his sons Michael and Brian attended
the ceremony in his honor.

Mike graduated from the University of Notre Dame
in 1963 with degrees in English and Aeronautical
Engineering. After graduation he joined the U.S. Navy
as an Aviation Officer Candidate and reported to NAS
Pensacola, Florida in November 1963 for training with
Pre-Flight Class 40-63. After receiving his Naval Avia-
tor Wings at Beeville, Texas in June 1964 he received
training in the Douglas A4 ‘Skyhawk’ at NAS Lemoore,
California. After completion of training in the A4 he
was assigned to Navy Squadron VA-155 and served
aboard the USS Coral Sea, flying off Yankee Station
in strikes against heavily defended targets in North
Vietnam. He flew ninety-nine combat missions in
Viet Nam and was awarded two Distinguished Flying
Crosses, ten Air Medals, and five Navy Commendation
Medals.

Mike joined Northwest Airlines in December1968
and flew as a line pilot for thirty two years.

In the 1970, he was assigned to the Northwest Air-
lines Flight Operations Test and Ferry group to re-
trieve aircraft with engine problems from outlying
stations, and return them to MSP for engine changes
(often with the “bad” engine shut down). He flew the
Boeing 707, 727, 757 and DC-10 on the line, and was
flying as Captain on international routes on the Boeing
747 when he retired at age 60 in 2000.

Northwest pilots expressed sentiments in his guest
book that reflected the esteem in which they held him:
Hank Castle: Met mike in flight school at Pensacola...
a privilege to know him and saddened by his passing.
John Doherty: Navy flight school with Mike in the
60s... in the same photo as we began our jet training
in mid-1964... Mike [was] cheerful and optimistic in
his laid back, easy going way. Under that was a sincere
and caring man. Ed Sprenkle: Classmate of Mike’s
in Navy training and a fellow pilot at NWA... a per-
son to whom all who knew him looked up. Pete and
Stephanie Dodge: [We are] saddened to hear about
Mike’s passing. We have such wonderful memories of
Mike, flying in the Navy, the Inverness Paint Service,
the Fearsome Foursome on the links, and some very
special times with the Harron Family. Anonymous:
One of the greatest pilots I've ever known... a true
war hero in Vietnam on the USS Coral Sea... Special
Forces material before there was Special Forces... a
flight instructor as well as an international captain
for Northwest Airlines. The only thing he loved more
than flying was his beautiful wife Theresa and his three
boys Sean, Michael, and Brian... Truly a man’s man
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and will be sorely missed. When God made him he broke the mold!
We need more heroes like Captain Mike! God bless the Harron family.
Tom Wondergem: Tom reflected on his and Mike’s friendship and said,
“Mike was one of the best and a true gentleman. I miss him very much?”
Mike’s wife Theresa, said, “He loved flying and his friends at North-
west Airlines, and it was a wonderful life. But when Mike got home
from a trip, he was home. And he didn’t think about the airline again
until it was time to suit up and commute to work.”
Mike will be remembered most for his love and devotion to his
wife, Theresa, whom he met at Notre Dame in 1963 and married
in August 1965. He felt his greatest achievement was raising three
wonderful sons who were his pride and joy. Faith and family were
the most important things in his life. Mike is survived by his wife of
forty-seven years, Theresa, their three sons, Sean (Andrea), Michael
(Jessica), Brian (Colleen), and grandchildren, Lauren, Quinn, Caitlin,
Catherine, Aidan, Sean Patrick, Emma, and Madeline. (- Vic Britt)

Herman Norin Peterson, age 79, of Bloomington, Minnesota,
a retired Northwest Airlines Captain “Flew West” for a final
check with loved ones by his side at his home on May 5, 2011.
Herman had heart surgery December 24, 2008 and one month
later discovered that he had cancer in his small bowel and had
surgery for that on January 23, 2009. Herman grew up on a farm
near Frederick, South Dakota and farming was always dear to his
heart. He served in the U.S. Air Force as a Tech Sgt during the
Korean War, and married Marjorie Ann Krage on June 23, 1951
at Sheppard Air Force Base in Wichita Falls, Texas. First officers
and second officers enjoyed working with Herman, and he was
about as nice a guy to work with as any on the airline. He was
employed by Northwest Airlines for 28 years, and retired as a
Captain on the Boeing 727.

Herman was preceded in death by his parents; sister, Lucille;
and brothers, Ervin and Henry. Survived by his wife, Margo-
rie; five children; Michael, Wayne, Cindy, Dr. Pamela and Paul;
grandchildren: Matthew, Heidi and Lydia; greatgrandchildren:
Kinnedy, Finnley, and Karina; stepgrandchildren: John and Vin-
1932 ~ 2011 cent; brother, Charles and nieces and nephews. (- Vic Britt)
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Herman Peterson

‘V\’ V2
?\Q “Life is short, Break the Rules. &j

Forgive quickly, Kiss SLOWLY.
Love truly. Laugh uncontrollably
And never regret ANYTHING
That makes you smile”

(4 ~Mark Twain »
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SARASOTA FL 34242

Dick Carl took this beautiful shot aboard the USS Midway in San Diego.



