


Captain Dean E. Sunde, age 81, took his final check 
ride on November 8, 2015. He courageously coped with 
the physically debilitation effects of Chronic Inflamatory 
Demylinating Polyneuropathy (CIDP) for over a year. Dean 
was born April 18, 1934 in Montrose, South Dakota and 
graduated from high school in Minneapolis. In 1954, after 
attending the University of Minnesota, he was accepted 
into the USAF Cadet Pilot Training Program. He received 
his Air Force wings in the summer of 1955. While in the 
active Air Force Dean flew the Douglas B-26, C-47, B-66 
and B-57. After active duty he affiliated with the Washing-
ton Air National Guard 116th Fighter Interceptor Squadron 
at Geiger Field, Spokane, WA. 

Dean was hired by Northwest Air-
lines in May 08, 1959. During his 34 year 
career at NWA he flew the DC-4, 6, 7, 
L-188, B-727, B707-720, DC-10, and 747. He 
primarily worked in the Flight Technical 

Division as a test, acceptance and ferry pilot and was con-
sidered by nationally acclaimed Paul Soderlind as his best 
pilot and right hand man. Paul and Dean were noted in a 
1969 book by Robert J. Serling, Loud and Clear.....The Full 
Answer to Aviation’s Vital Question: Are the Jets Really 
Safe? 

Mr Serling witnessed a NWA acceptance flight on May 
1967 for Boeing 727, registration N499US, the last 727 on 
a 30 NWA plane order. An excerpt from the book follows: 
In charge of the acceptance flight is Captain Paul Soderlind, 
whose official title is Northwest’s Director of flight Opera-
tions-Technical. He ranks among the world’s finest pilots. The 
co-pilot is a younger man, Dean Sunde. He is slim, dark and 
handsome and he has a wry, rather puckish sense of hu-
mor. Sunde is already sitting in the right seat armed with a 
twenty-page document which carries the simple title, “NWA 
Acceptance Test-Boeing 727-51.”

Captain Howard Glenna worked often with Dean and 
says he was the most knowledgeable, patient, professional 
and extremely thorough pilot—a great personality and pi-
lot’s pilot. Captain Sunde devoted much of his life to build-
ing projects, woodworking and hobby farming. In the ’70s 
he designed, planned and built an elegant hobby farm on 
15 acres of land at Prior Lake, MN. He also owned a Piper 
Arrow for 28 years named Romeo and last flew it at age 80. 
Dean did some RC float plane flying and was a member of 
the Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA). 

Dean and his wife of 55 years spent the last 20 winters 
in Green Valley, AZ and summers in Coeur d’ Alene, ID 
and Spokane, WA. They enjoyed reminiscing with fellow 
pilots at numerous RNPA events.

Dean is survived by his loving wife Meredith, daughters 
Susan (Eric) Merrick Julie (Todd) Ullrich , Tami (Jeffrey) 
Duty, son David (Susan) Sunde, and five grandchildren. 
Dean was loved by all who knew him and will be greatly 
missed. 				              (– Dan Farkas)

and Tootz moved 
to Big Fish Lake at 
Cold Springs, MN 
and concurrently 
purchased a sea-
sonal condo at St. 
Pete Beach, Florida. 
When “back north 
in Minnesota” Tom 
would get lost in his 

shop working on car restoration projects and tending to 
his beloved Farmall tractor. He and Tootz remained devot-
ed lifetime Roman Catholics. Friends were also important 
in Tom’s life. A buddy summed it up when he said, simply, 

“Tom was as good a friend as you could have.” 
At the end Tom was under hospice care at home where 

he wanted to be. He remained keenly aware of his friends 
and family. Tom is survived by his wife Irma, “Tootz;” 
daughters Kim, Jill, Peggy, son Patrick and two grandsons, 
Owen and Griffin. 				    (– Bill Day)

DEAN E. SUNDE
1934 ~ 2015
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John “Red” Kennedy, age 92, a retired NWA pilot passed away 
on November 28, 2015. Born March 01, 1923 to John and Carrie on 
a homestead in Almont, North Dakota.

John’s parents struggled with homesteading poor farm land, 
crop failures, and a hostile environment until he was four years 
old. The family thereafter moved to St. Paul, MN where he 
attended school, graduating from Johnson High School at mid-
year in January of 1941. He was hired by NWA the following May 
as an aircraft groomer and soon thereafter began a mechanic 
apprenticeship. By time NWA began their WWII “Northern Region” 
military contract operations Red was a licensed mechanic. After 
having depleted his NWA employee draft deferments, Red enlisted 
in the Navy. 

The Navy overlooked Red’s valuable and certifiable aircraft 
mechanic experience and trained him instead to operate aircraft 
carrier arresting gear. By then Red was already well versed in how 
to properly time a radial engine, a much needed skill often lacking 
in the neophyte Navy mechanics. During an off watch break, Red 
and a friend took it upon themselves to time a number of aircraft 
awaiting attention. The regular mechanics were so impressed that 
Red no longer had to stand another arresting gear watch. 

In 1946 Red separated from the Navy and returned to NWA. 
At a St. Paul church function he encountered Hannah Johnson, a 
high school acquaintance. The couple started dating and a wedding 
followed on March 14, 1947. Hannah and Red lost one infant at 
childbirth, but raised two (healthy) boys and a (healthy) girl. 

NWA’s records show that John “Red” Kennedy was a Mechanic, 
Chief Mechanic, Crew Chief, Maintenance Inspector, and Flight 
Engineer. He flew as flight engineer on the Boeing StratoCruiser, 
DC-6, DC-7, and Lockheed Electra. When the opportunity arose 
for flight engineers to transition to the pilot seats, Red started 
acquiring FAA ratings and building time. He and some of his 

cohorts purchased a Piper TriPacer which they used 
for building flight time. In 1964 Red checked out as 
a First Officer (copilot) and thereafter he flew as F/O 
on the DC-6, DC-7, the Boeing 707 series and the 
Boeing 747/100-200. 

Toward the end of his career Red was flying a 
747/200 when it incurred an catastrophic engine 
failure on #3 engine. After landing back at NRT, 
a visual inspection of the engine revealed that the 
engine’s fan, compressor and turbine blades were 
almost totally gutted. They were fortunate the debris 
from #3 did not take out engine #4, setting up a 
serious emergency. Red put all this behind him when 
he retired on February 28, 1983, the senior first officer 
on the 747. 

In 1968 Red and Hannah moved to their long 
term quarters in Mendota Heights, MN where they 
remained until 2014. The extended Kennedy family 
had owned some lake property for 100 years on Smith 
Lake near Brainard. Red built a seasonal retirement 
home there in 1975. He was skilled with hand tools 
and wood working which was applied to the unique 
skill of chair caning. 

In 1976 Red and his son were culling out a tree 
when he incurred a ladder accident (pilot’s disease) 
and suffered a severe fall. Red broke almost all his 
ribs, a wrist, and sustained other fractures. In the 
aftermath he spent 25 days in intensive care before 
beginning his rehabilitation. Made of hearty stock, 
Red was back in the cockpit within six months. 

In 2014 Red and Hannah left Mendota Heights 
and moved into assisted living. Red was a lifetime 
student of the Bible and at the end of his life an active 
participant in the group Bible study at the home. He is 
survived by his wife Hannah; children Kurt, Paul, and 
Heather Solum; six grandchildren and seven great-
grandchildren. Red was a great credit to Northwest 
Airlines and his fellow airmen, he will be greatly 
missed. 				         (– Bill Day)

JOHN 
“RED” 

KENNEDY
1923 ~ 2015

“RED”

58 RNPA CONTRAILS  | FEBRUARY 2016 



Captain Robert Thomas “Bob” McClellan, age 93, flew 
west on September 17, 2015. Bob was born in Minneapolis 
on March 25, 1922, the fifth of a family of six children. Bob 
had three older brothers and two sisters. His parents owned 
a “classic corner grocery store” that was attached to their 
home. Bob delivered groceries for his parents and it is likely 
he first met his future wife delivering groceries to her par-
ents’ house. 

As a grade school student he spent his summers on a 
cousin’s farm helping with farm chores. He graduated from 
DeLaSalle High School in Minneapolis and went on to at-
tend the University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, MN. 

Responding to his country’s call to duty during World 
War II, he enlisted in the Marine Corps Reserve on July 
20, 1942 . Bob began naval aviation cadet training at NAS 
Jacksonville on August 7, 1942. He performed well in flight 
training, which included fighter specialized training. Octo-
ber 12, 1943 Bob received his Naval Aviator Wings and was 
commissioned a 2/Lt. in the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve. 

He was transferred to San Diego where he learned to fly 
the Chance-Vought F4-U Corsair. Completing this train-
ing Bob was assigned to the famous Marine Air Group-21 
(MAG-21) and stationed on the small Pacific island of Efate 
(Île Vate) in Vanuata. It was there he honed his fighter pilot 
skills against a Japanese adversary. Bob was awarded the Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross for his heroism and extraordinary 
achievement fighting the Japanese in the Southwest Pacific 
War. 

Early in 1945 Bob was reassigned to VMF-233 
(F4-U). In the Philippine campaign he faced intense 
hostile antiaircraft fire for which he was awarded 
two Air Medals and a Gold Star. He and his squad-
ron later saw additional action on Okinawa. Bob 

separated from active USMC duty on October 19, 1945 and 
remained a reservist. 

After his service in the Pacific Bob resettled back in Min-
nesota. On August 28, 1948 he married Betty Brancheau in 
Minneapolis. Betty and Bob were married sixty-seven years 
and had eleven children. The couple started housekeeping in 
Minneapolis and eventually settled in Mound, Minnesota. 

In the post war years Bob delivered bakery for Burt Mc-
Glynn of McGlynn Bakery (a high school buddy), sold real 
estate, had a business with his brother Ralph, and drove a 
city bus. He continued to drill with the USMC Reserves un-
til July 3, 1950 when he retired. 

NWA hired Bob on June 05, 1952. He started his career 
as a Douglas DC-3 copilot and later flew the DC-4, DC-6 & 
DC-7, the Lockheed Electra, and the Boeing 707 (720/320) 
series. Bob’s NWA flying career ended December 13, 1979 
when he put away his much worn flight bag. At the time of 
retirement he was based at MSP flying captain on the Boeing 
720/320. 

In retirement Bob enjoyed golfing, bowling, motorcycle 
riding, traveling and playing bingo at the VFW and Amer-
ican Legion in Mound. He was the Vice Commander of 
the his VFW Post and a member of Our Lady of the Lake 
Church for fifty years. 

Bob is survived by his wife Betty McClellan; children: 
Patrick, Stephen, Mark, Kevin, Phillip, Monica Elesser, 
Vincent, Mary Lou Johnson, Brian (deceased), Antho-
ny, and Michael. He also left 23 grandchildren; and many 
great-grandchildren, nieces and nephews.	    (– Bill Day)

ROBEERT THOMAS MCCLELLAN
1922 ~ 2015
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THOMAS S. GIEFER
1939 ~ 2015NEIL POTTS

1922 ~ 2015

Captain Neil Potts, age 93, a retired Northwest Airlines 
captain “Flew West” on October 6, 2015 from emphysema at 
his home in Eden Prairie, Minnesota in the presence of his 
family. He was born in Patoka, Illinois in 1922 to two school 
teachers Homer and Eva Potts, and had one brother, Dick. 
After graduation from high school Neil joined the Navy as a 
Naval Aviation Cadet and did so well in flight training that 
he became a “plow back.” That meant he would stay in the 
training command for at least a year as an instructor and 
relieve some other unlucky guy who got “plowed back” into 
the training command a year earlier. It does not always pay 
to do well.

Neil first met his future wife Lorraine when they were 
in high school and later in 1942 when he was home on leave 
from aviation cadet training. When he returned to flight 
training he sent Lorraine a letter telling her of his intention 
to marry her. Neil made good on his promise and after the 
war he and Lorraine married and moved to Boston where 
he went to work for TWA. TWA laid Neil off during his first 
year, and while on lay off status, Northwest Airlines hired 
him. So Neil and Lorraine packed their bags and headed for 
Richfield, Minnesota. Neil flew for Northwest the next 41 
years. 

In 1969 Northwest Airlines became an early customer 
for the Boeing 747, but Neil Potts was too junior in seniority 
to even dream of holding a 747 Captain bid for several years 
or more. Despite his seniority, Neil was “deep selected” to be 
Northwest Airlines first Boeing 747 Training Director. There 
were several Northwest pilots senior to Neil qualified to do 
the job, but there were none more capable. Neil Potts’ stick 
and rudder skills were to be envied, and his disposition and 
carriage were also to be admired. It seemed nothing could 
make Neil appear anxious and absolutely nothing could 
make him appear harried. He retired as captain on the 747 
in 1982 and returned to fly as a 747 second officer until 1990. 
His second retirement did not stop him from spending time 
at Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport. He and Lor-
raine volunteered for Travelers Assistance for 25 years until 
he was 91.

Neil’s family keeps memories of him tucked inside a jar. 
In little stories typed on strips of colored paper live memo-
ries of the calm, patient man who adored his wife of 70 years 
and instilled values of hard work and responsibility in his 
three children. Neil revisited those memories with his family 
and before he died, he thanked Lorraine for their life togeth-
er saying, “We’ve had a wonderful life of 70 years.” 

Their life did not come without turbulence, however, as 
their son Randy suffered a disabling car accident. He spent 
15 days in a coma with his dad by his side telling him that 
he was going to be OK. “You felt so good in his presence,” 
Lorraine Potts said. “You always felt like he would take care 
of everything.”

From his peers and fellow workers:
Dayle Yates: Neil was one of my favorite NWA family 

members…great to work with, a gentleman, an all-around 
great man. We have lost a good one. Lorraine was, always, a 
lady whenever we were in the same company—a wonderful 
pair.

Dick Smith: A great gardener and landscaper, he lived 
with his serious lung disease for many years and didn’t let it 
slow him down much. I flew with Neil a few times after he be-
came a second officer. He handled that job very well, as he had 
his other assignments over the years with NWA. Before Mac 
retired, we three had breakfast with some regularity at the 
Lincoln Del. Neil was a strong believer in “actions speak louder 
than words,” but his opinions and observations were always 
well worth hearing, whenever we gave him a chance to speak. 
We could usually solve all of NWA’s and the world’s problems 
over breakfast.  

Bob Bartholomay: I am sad to hear of your father’s pass-
ing! He will be known as a wonderful person to have known 
with NWA! He will be very much missed, and we will always 
understand what he did for NWA!  His friend…

Bill Horne: Neil was one of the first captains I had the 
pleasure to fly with, and he did the job of captain proud every 
time he sat in the left seat. When I checked out as captain 
my goal was to model my actions around Neil and how he 
handled that position. Neil put a note in my mail box at work 
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Captain Thomas S. Giefer, age 76, a retired NWA cap-
tain “Flew West” at Bremerton, Washington on August 22, 
2015. He passed peacefully with his is family at his side after 
a battle with cancer

Tom was born to Herbert and Rose Giefer and grew up 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota. He attended De La Salle High 
School (class of 57) on Nicollet Island. His high school 
friends report he was a gentleman always, very generous, 
and excelled at almost anything he attempted. In November 
of 1956 he and his high school buddies enlisted as Seamen 
E-1 in the Naval Air Reserve at NAS MSP. This was a first 
step toward eventual commissioning and flight training with 
the Navy. He watched planes take off and land at MSP, and 
knew he wanted to fly. 

Following a stint at the University of Minnesota, Tom 
entered the Naval Aviation Cadet program at NAS Pensaco-
la, Florida, assigned to class 03-60. Many identified Tom by 
his deep bass voice, a voice that was surely much appreciated 
in the Navy Cadet Choir at Pensacola. Singing in this choir 
became a favorite diversion from flight training. At gradu-
ation Tom’s wings were pinned on him (now the youngest 
Naval aviator) by the oldest living Naval aviator Patrick 
Bellinger, Naval Aviator #8. After flight training Tom flew a 
number of fixed wing and helicopter aircraft. For much of 

his USN active duty he was carrier based aboard the USS 
Intrepid as a Helicopter Anti-Sub (ASW) pilot with HELAS-
RON 3. His additional duties include: NASA recovery flights, 
legal assistance officer, and flight instructor. Tom served six 
years of active duty. He liked to share that his boat, the USS 
Intrepid, is now a museum on the Hudson River NYC. 

Leaving the Navy, Tom began a 28 year career with his 
hometown airline - NWA. He often remarked he had the 
best office and job, throughout his career he maintained a 
passion for flying. In October 1999, when his airline career 
ended, he was flying the Orient as captain on the 747-400. 

Tom retired to Reno, NV to play golf, a favorite form of 
recreation. Belonging to Lakeridge Golf Club and later Ar-
row Creek Golf Club. He and his wife, Sherry, travelled the 
world for several years. When Tom needed to leave the high 
altitude of the Reno foothills for health reasons, they moved 
to Poulsbo, Washington where they enjoyed their tranquil 
Japanese garden and many birds amidst the cedars and firs.

Tom is survived by wife Sherry; son Edward Giefer; 
daughter Amy Giefer; stepson Stephen Sawyer; stepdaughter 
Stacey Korkki; brothers Peter, Herbert, and Anthony Giefer. 
He had six grandchildren to whom he was known as ‘Pappy.’ 
A life well lived. 				    (– Bill Day)

THOMAS S. GIEFER
1939 ~ 2015

soon after and it said: “It’s about time you went to work, well 
done.” I treasured that note and still have it. If I flew even half 
as good as Neil, I would be happy.

Chuck Hagen: Our pilot group have lost so many really 
good guys lately that one expects it, but are never ready for it. 
Now he leaves us and it is overwhelming. My last flight was to 
L.A in 1990, and the next day I boarded a 727 to dead head to 
MSP. Neil boarded after I was seated, and always the consid-

erate gentleman he asked to take the seat next to me. I said: “I 
can’t think of anyone I would rather have ride home with me 
from my last flight.” It was his last flight also as he was retiring 
from flying second officer. Some people say, which I would like 
to believe: “Loved ones never leave us, they just go on ahead”.

In addition to his wife Lorraine, son Randy, and daugh-
ters Carol and Becky, Neil is survived by two grandchildren 
and three great-grandchildren.			     (– Vic Britt)
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Captain Gary J. Price, age 77, passed away on Novem-
ber 12, 2015. He was long term medically retired from NWA 
suffering from a malady similar to multiple sclerosis. 

Gary was born to Clarence and Nina Price in Modoc 
County, California and grew up amidst the logging industry 
of southern Oregon. From his very early years he honed 
to be a woodsman and even as an early teen his summer 
employment involved logging. He attended high school in 
Klamath Falls, Oregon where he performed well as a student 
and athlete, a serious contender in wrestling. A Naval ROTC 
scholarship enabled Gary to attend Oregon State University 
where he majored in engineering. During his college years 
he met his future wife Joyce Kinkade, whom he married im-
mediately after graduation. Thus began 55 years of marriage 
and family life. 

Following college graduation Gary embarked upon USN 
active duty by reporting to NAS Pensacola for preflight and 
primary flight training. He opted for a multi-engine track 
which entailed further training at NAS New Iberia, LA. Suc-
cessfully completing his advanced training he was winged on 
28 September, 1961. 

Gary and Joyce packed up and moved west to San Diego 
and North Island (Halsey Field) where he joined Anti-Sub-
marine patrol squadron VS-29. He deployed with the fleet 
three separate cruises aboard the USS Kearsarge (CV-33) 
flying the S2F/B.  Most of his carrier duty was of a peacetime 
character and the 1963 cruise included duty supporting the 
(NASA) Project Mercury Recovery Team. Gary yearned for 
more time with his family and separated from active duty in 

the spring of 1965. 
As a civilian Gary taught high school for an academic 

year in Eugene, Oregon and continued to fly with the USN 
Reserve at NAS Whidbey. High school teaching was not his 
niche, he choose instead to apply for pilot employment with 
NWA. Gary was hired by NWA on May 09, 1966. During 
his fairly short career at NWA, he flew as 727 S/O, 727 FO, 
720/320 FO, DC-10 FO and 727 captain. He was medically 
retired on August 01, 1975. Medical grounding was tough 
for Gary to accept, but he took his lumps and moved on. He 
soon was hired by 3M as a technical writer and evolved later 
into a technical engineering instructor. In this capacity he 
trained 3M field staff from many countries, he especially 
enjoyed his time working in Italy. 

Ever the outdoorsman, Gary enjoyed state park camp-
ing with his family in Minnesota. Well before his NWA 
retirement, Gary, Bill Day and Jack Mitzelfelt began annual 
Montana backpacking trips hosted by a controller at Missou-
la tower. Reaching the top of a mountain ridge, Gary said to 
me, “If we combined your legs and my lungs and chest, we 
could come up with half a good man.” He was truly a con-
tented man in the woods. 

Gary was often described as the preeminent gentleman. 
He rarely raised his voice, had a propensity for kindness and 
loved doing productive work. Gary and Joyce were close 
with their two children, and supported them in the careers; 
today both his son and daughter reside in Minnesota. The 
couple also stayed close to their church and the community 
of friends they acquired there. 

Gary was preceded in death by son-in law, Jesse Smith; 
and sister, Annalee Jurczewsky. He is survived by his wife 
of 55 years, Joyce; children, Lynda Smith and Jeff Price; and 
four grandchildren. I am proud to say that Gary Price was 
my best friend. 				                    (– Bill Day) 

GARY JAY PRICE
1937 ~ 2015
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NAME 

SPOUSE’S NAME

REMARKS: Affiliates please include information as to profession, employer, 
department, positions held, and other relevant info:

APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF HOURS LOGGED
AIRLINE AIRCRAFT TYPES FLOWN AS PILOT

IF RETIRED, WAS IT “NORMAL” (Age 60/65 for pilots)?    YES ____     NO ____

IF NOT, INDICATE TYPE OF RETIREMANT:  MEDICAL ___  EARLY ___  RESIGNED ___

STREET

CITY

EMAIL* 
	 Leave this blank if you do not wish to receive RNPA email news. (See note)

STATE ZIP+4 PHONE

	 PERMANENT MAILING ADDRESS

STREET

CITY
STATE ZIP+4 PHONE

	 SECOND OR SEASONAL ADDRESS (for RNPA annual directory only)

	 IF CURRENTLY EMPLOYED BY DELTA  INDICATE:

BASE POSITION

DATE OF BIRTH (Optional for affiliate member)

AN EMPLOYEE A PILOT
	 DATE OF FIRST EMPLOYMENT WITH  NWA  DELTA AS:

AN EMPLOYEE A PILOT
	 DATE OF RETIREMENT FROM NWA DELTA AS:

CHANGE: This is a change             
of address or status only

 REGULAR (NR)  $45
Pilots: Retired NWA,
post-merger retired Delta,
or Active Delta

 AFFILIATE (AF)  $35
Spouse or widow of RNPA 
member, pre-merger Delta 
retired pilots, other NWA or 
Delta employees, a friend, or a 
pilot from another airline

MEMBERSHIP TYPE

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:
“RNPA”

AND MAIL TO:
Retired NWA Pilots’ Assn.
Dino Oliva
3701 Bayou Louise Lane
Sarasota FL 34242-1105

PAYMENT

U. S. POSTAL SERVICE: We are 
unable to change mailing addresses 
seasonally. Instead, Contrails and all 
other mail is sent First Class to your 
permanent mailing address, which 
provides for forwarding, unlike our 
previous mailing system. If desired, 
please arrange forwarding through 
the U. S. Postal Service.

*EMAIL NOTE: To protect email ad-
dresses they have been removed from 
the RNPA website (www.rnpa.org). To  
request a member's email address or 
to change your own please contact 
Phil Hallin at:

RNPAnews@bhi.com

NOTES

Membership Application
and

Change of Address Form
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